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NOTE.
(PrELIMINARY.)

This edition of the Kacmiragabdimrta of Ievara-kaula has been prepared
from a single MS. which the Editor owes to the courtesy of Babi Nilambara
Mukarji. The MS, was presented to that gentleman by the Author himself,
and has been carefully revised by him in his own handwriting. Tt may therefore:
be taken as the Author’s final statement of his views on Kacmivi Grammar.  Con-
sidering the authoritative nature of the MS. the Editor has not felt justificd
making any alterations when preparing it for the Press.  All that lie has done las
been to correct obvious slips of the pen.  In most cases, when the Author in {he
e\pumu of his revision, altered a rule, he carefully made the necessary corrections in
“other p?ytious of the work to which the rule incidentally applied.  Here and  there
he hds omitted to do so, and the Editor has exercised his discretion in making
the necessary corrections or not.  When it has heen merely a 1111¢-~l||-lt of spellmg,
he has usually done so, so0 as to secure unifor mity m this most important particular,
In more Serious Ilulut:--J even when the Author is t'!t*:il‘f}' wrong, e.q., when he
marks the first ¥ # in ‘:"}E; gure; a horse, as modified when it is certainly not
modified (thus, 37 gur), the Editor has left the text unaltered, and Las contented
himself with adding a footnote. Any additions made by the Editor, which are
principally cross-references and a few rules added to make the worl more accurate
and more complete, are enclosed in square brackets,  The reader can thus at ONCe
see what is the Author’s and what is the Editor's.

I{ vara-kaula’s work is a Grammar of the Kacmirl languace written in Sanskrit,
on the model of an ordinary zyalarana, Tt is an excellent work, and micht have
been composed by Hémacandra himself, Kagmiriis a language whicl js very little
known, but which is of great mmportance for the purposes of comparative ]llnlulum,
Existing Grammars of it have been made by foreigners, and aye mmperfect,
They all suffer from at least one grave fault, /., that they are Lased op the
representation of the language which is displayed to them by the Persian alphabet,
a system of characters which is quite unable to express the many broken vowel
sounds 1 the language, l(;mm kaula has adopted the Day

mﬂuumml) modified to suit his pur

vanagari character,
pose.  With his system, there is no doubt,
whatever, as to what is the exact sound of each word in the language.  The phase
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of the language which is illustrated by him is that spoken by Hindis of the City
of Crinagar. It differs slightly from the dialect used by Musalmins and from
that used in the rest of the valley. Former Grammars have been based on the
Musalmin language, which is that used by 90 per cent. of the population of the
Happy Valley. The Hindi dialect has, however, its value. 1t 1s the language of
the educated ruling class, and its contamination with Persian has been prevented
by a wholesome tradition, which had no hold on the Muhammadan inhabitants.
It is hence much the purest form of the tongue.

[evara-kaula is not always consistent in his spelling. At least in two cases,

he represents the same sound by various modes of spelling. It is important to

note these in order to understand his Gramr ~lace, he treats sy a
and ST w4 n? as convertible terms.  He nowh 'Tll the first P the reader 1s
loluu arned he will find himself pn.ulc days this, and mﬂﬂ“““ Lo wrifea
Tq'rﬂs:r tsaman?, but on p. 24 ET(IH'SI o than once. Thus on p- 1 ) write‘s
“nul-~ like 33{ wait, although h ;,jfl“w;mn, and again, on P- 103, he N ?tme

« two 1}'1(-11 aand tln |

Tn the

feminines must end 1 u-muﬁs’ only a page ¢

L,

S » aa " ﬂ
o -.,ll{}llh]. lll;'“Llf L\LLl‘t {5,

and W ot <
‘T wuuh W hlﬁh ct\mn“w‘ﬂl},- end
(L)

i ¢ followed by a consonanin his H[li””l‘
i'aﬁﬁ Fitd, This is no doupt the corrvect !

pronounced g Lyuf, and thus he occasionall?’

' imilar
wzI3q wmanzyvm, on p. 61. - He generally, hm\"tcs ;

second 1r] 1ce, he 1s not consist

Make, for instance, the word

e word 18
ological pulhnﬂ but tl

words, as In the case of i
171'. 0 III.(_‘II. lan___ .

solls it @ra Lot '""“.‘

doubt the best way of dealing with the problem; for to omit the w-mdtrd w ould be
to play havoe with all the Author’s rules of declension. Sometimes levara-kaula
uses one system of spelling, and sometimes another, and, in this case, the Editor

has not felt Inmsell at liberty to choose only one method, as it would entail too
free a treatment of the text.

The Editor had mtended to prefix to the present instalment of the Grammar
b

an account of the rules of the thll‘llll ]:111"'11'1“‘0, as g‘l‘r'{i'll h} the Allﬂl()l‘ 2 but an

affection of the eyes has put a stop for the present to lhis studies, and he must

ostpone a formal trodueti - : .
| I oduction to the u:lmpli_‘tlun of the work. The ]'lﬂl‘t now

clension. The work will be
completed 11 one more instalment which will deal with the Verb. The

1ssued takes the student down to the end of De

Author
commences his Grammar with a chapter on the rules of Sandhi or Combination of
r i g~ B sy e

Fhen follows a chapter on Declension, divided into three

the first describing the declension of Nouns, Substantive and Adje

Vowels only., .
sections,

ctive, the second

the luxuriant varieties of the Vocative Case, and the third the declension of
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Pronouns.  We next have a short chapter on Concordance and Composition of
Nouns, and a long one on Secondary Suflixes, or the Formation of Nouns and
Adjectives from other nouns and adjectives.  The first part, now issued, concludes
with a chapter on Indeclhinables and another on the Formation of Feminines.  The
second part will contain a Didtujitha, a chapter on Conjueation, and a chapter o
Primary Suffixes, or the formation of Substantives, Adjectives, and various Verlal
Forms from Roots.

In default of an exposition of the peculiarities of Kiaemiri pronunciation, which,
for the reason above stated the Editor is unable at present to aive, he would vefer
the reader to his article on the Kacmiri vowel system which has appearved in the
Journal of the Bengal Asiatic Society for 1596, pp. 250 & . This will be found
to give all the necessary information, and to explain the system of spelling adopted
by levara-kaula.

The Editor has read the Grammar carefully through with Pandit Mukunda
Rama Castrl, a Kaemivi born and bred in Crinagar, who came down to Patna for
the purpose.  The Pandit has also read the proof sheets with him and has elucidated
many doubtful points.  The Editor is glad to have an opportunity of acknowledo-
ing the assistance which he has reces®d from so learned and mtellizent a co-
worker.

The printing, which was 4 more complicated business than ordimary, has bheen
carried out at Patna, under the Lditor's personal supervision, and his than ks are
due to the printers, Babu Ram Din Sinch and Babu Silil, Prasad Singh for the

care with which the work has been carried out.

BaNkirunr : .
17t Marelt, 1597 .
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