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INTRODUCTION

I. MANUSCRIPT MATERIAL

The text of Vipradasa's Manasd-vijaya is based on four manuscript
copics as described below.

MS A. It is MS No. G 3529 belonging to the Asiatic Society
(Government Collection) and containing folia 2-6, 9-23, 25-31 only.
These folia show four handwritings. Fol. 2-6, g-11 and 17 were copied
by KeSavaram (or Ramakefav) Simha of Anarpur near Datta-
pukhariya (2a, 4b, 17b); fol. 12 by Réamajay Basu of Canak (12b);
fol. 13-16 by Laksmikanta Basu ; and fol. 19 by Pratipanirayan Basu
of Jaguliva (29b). The MS. was copicd for one Gokulacandra Simha.
The date of the MS. does not seem: to be later than the middle of the
cighteenth century.

MS B. It is MS No. G 3530 belonging to the Asiatic Society
(Government Collection) and containing folia 2-45, 102-126 and 13I1-
138. Thesc folia belonged originally to two different MSS. which 1
have indicated as Ba and Bb. Ba contains the folia 2-45, copied by
Krsnacandra Mitra. Bb comprises the folia 102-126 (two folia bear-
ing the number 122) and 131-138, copied by five hands. Fol. 102,
115, 118, 123, 124, 120, 134 and 137 were copied by Gopinith Simha
of Dattapukhuriya (102a, 118a, 123b, 134a); fol. 103-106 by Rima-
prasad Simha of the same village (103b, 106b); fol. 108 by Ram-
Devadarman ; fol. 132 by l.ocan Napit ; and fol. 138 by Srigopal
Simha(?). Bb carries the story to the end of Pild IX and seems to
have ended there (‘‘samn midam’’).

The copyist of Ba mentions that the 28th day of Asidha was
““asadhi purnima’’ (37b). From this datum Mr. Nirmal Chandra
Lahiri (at the instance of Mr. Taponath Chakravarti) has calculated
some dates of which I accept 1740 or 1759 as the probable date of

copying.

Gopiniath Simha, a copyist of Bb, has supplied this information
which may help to fix up his date: ‘‘pargane Ana(ra)pur ija(rd)dar
Sriyu(ta) Durgagati Bas (Basu ? Ray ?) deoyan $ri Kaliprasad
Simha’’ (115b).

A very interesting common feature of MSS A and B is a rather
unique phenomenon in MS copying. It is a well known fact that
the copyists of Bengali MSS write the name of the protecting deities
of their own or of their patron, if there is some space vacant at the
end of the last line in a page. The writers of MSS A and B have
done the same quite frequently, but some of them have done more.
They have sometimes made filthy insinuations against their patrons or
themselves. Thus: A—‘‘Sri Gokul Simha sasuriya’” (6b), ‘‘Srijut

A
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Gokulacandra Simha .sdsure haiyichen saksi Sri Kesavarim Simha’’
(13a). Bb—**Sri Gupinath Simha sasuriyd’’ (z15b); ‘‘Sti Gupinith
Simha mamiya haiyéche’ (118a); ‘‘Sri Gopinith Simha sasuriya jhiya
mamiya’’ (126b) ; ‘‘Sri Krsnamangal Simha sisuriya’’ (ro3a) ; ‘‘dmi

sasuri nibakavd’’ (? 104a).

These statements shoula not be taken seriously. They are of the
nature of magic incantations giving protection from the wrath of Manasa
or from general evil. Obscenity was once an important feature of
magic cults that had gathered round Manasi worship, and in vedic
lore Arayi i1s called durnamni. The statements however indicate a
remarkable survival.

MS C. It is MS No. 403 belonging to Burdwan Sahitya Sabhai,
and 1s a transcript made at my request by the late Sudhir Kumar
Mukherji from an incomplete MS in the possession of the late Akhil
Chandra Basu of Chota Jaguliva.

MS D. It is MS No. 1893 belonging to Viéva-Bharati. It is the
only complete MS and is undoubtedly the prototvpe of C. The MS
belonged to the collection of the late Sasi Rhusan Basu of Chota Jagu-
livi and has come into the possession of Vidva-Bharati only recently.?
MS D not only carries the poem to the end but fills up important
lacunae presented by the others MSS and offers some important
variants. It contains fol. 1-135 and 1-4. Fol. 1-135 was written by
Jayadev Nandi a resident of the ‘central locality’ (‘“‘majer para’’) of
(Chota) Jaguliya. He commenced copving on the 3Ioth Caitra 123™
(= April 1825) and started as a preamble, with the following hymn
to the sun-god by onc Vaficharim Ghosa.

Y7 STF7-w AAMAra «(fs
BiT-vrw Seins wwe| Jrafe |
(] 79 w1 f&fer =m-wre
599 @ e faprew-are |
wTE-FIAT 77 ohe-fAaf=
goir #f 7@ 27 ATEre a9 |
AR | TT (7T B AfEH1a
gsirey T wH fF[=] wt]a
fefirz witge s o Wy
CSte BT (T G918 Sy |
firasre o 7§ careeT fewy
TS QFS E S WA |

1 This is the manuscript copy of Vipradasa's poem mentioned by Janab
Abdu]l Karim in his Pracin Banvald Puthir Vivaran part 1, no. 2.
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5 AT AR CSIAITT G (3
17 fr3raife gl we (ot (v |
& % Sy #iv Ffaml wey
©I TS ZTZCS S [z 7oy |
ey Frafed 39 9T -vwseg

74 T 7Y I ST ¥Feq |
afqaw Frea 5% «ifs w9
wfafa coreat fefy atsisr= ote |
frerzat ot ©fF Cwy faary
9ZIS TS s F Fera |
FAENF &I Y 6l bav-v{5
I etrew 284 e wig 7S |
TE-Hone qray Iy w33l
BT e 7w Aew s fassifs |
RS fAaee 28 (3 e

3% st =fe Sz f$ Ffrs oreg |
AR 7 70z 7 I8 ©3
FARETITR 9 I7=EIFT

fafdrs wrare 234 39 s SifFd so (5@ FEwI AIFE G
FH—2 EheE |

Fol. 1-4 at the end is a copy made in 1896 from the damaged

folium 136 of Jayadev Nandi’s MS. The copyist Nabin Candra

Cakravarti minutely initiated the manner of Vipradasa in giving in the
colophon some particulars about himself and his family.

Aorea-fre-ge A= 717
foazis ife caib-wierE o |
[N Cotfg Fifasa sie o=
TrarIw FYN =2 sifF v |
gt #iqtd F1E) Ffed [
TP ST 2wy foree |

fAafwa 5wt MFT cxfB areNa @l 18 R R-fefews
A Fiferr Al @ 7ifce Sram FReeTE wedn R
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J&: i as Safee A aE e foq =i fAflke o
o FIfST s900 FITA GURIITI TIFR FRF |

Nabin also copied from Jayadeva Nandi’s copy up to the end of
Pala iii (fol. 1-40).

All the MSS of Vipradasa’s poem were written for persons belong-
ing to the Simha and Basu families residing in the contiguous villages
Dattapukhur and (Chota) Jaguliya, a few miles to the east of Barasat,
a subdivisional hecadquarter of the district of 24-Parganas. A, C and
D come from the same prototype, and B points out to another which
differed from the first prototype only in having some minor additions
and changes. B generally follows a less orthodox orthography and
contains larger traces of the local dialect (i.e. ‘i’ for ‘e’ and ‘u’ for
‘0o’). It also regularly confuses between post-consonantal ‘va’ and
‘'va’, and it almost always omits nasalisation. A, C and D generally
render the final ‘a’ as ‘o’. Both B and D often write final ‘ye’ (‘e’)

as ‘ya’.

2. AUTHORSHIP AND DATE

In the introductory portion of the pocm (i 4) the author has given
some¢ account of himself and his family, and following the customn of
early Bengali poctry he has always added his name in the final couplet
of every poem. In fact it is th¢ name of the poet (technically
known as ‘bhaniti’) together with the name of the deity appealed
to by him that sometime indicates the end of a poem (‘padavali’).
According to his own account Vipradasa belonged to a brahman
family of ‘‘Pipilai’’ (<<paippalida ?) sub-clan of the Vitsya clan
(gotra) belonging to the school of Samaveda. The family, for a long
time, was living in the village Badudya (v.l. Nadudya) near Bata-
grama. The poct had three brothers, and their father was Mukunda
Pandita. On a night in the month of Vaidikha (April-May) in the
Saka year 1417 (=1495, or 1496 if it is atitdbda), when king Husain
Shah was supreme in Gaur, Vipradasa had a visit from Manasa in his
sleep. The poet dreamt that the goddess sat at the top of his bed
and told him to write her ritual poem (‘‘vrata-gita’’). That is why
Vipradasa composed this ritual poem in accordance with the $asira.

There is possibly a reference to a contemporary person Srimanta
Raya occurring in the colophon of a poem (v 14). If it is not an
interpolation the poet was an employee of this person.

As the MS copies of the poem are very late considering the date
of its composition it is not unexpected that there would be interpola-
tions and emendations. The language as well as the vocabularly has
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been to some extent modernised but not as much as could have been
expected in a work of this type, and this is due to the poem remaining
confined to a very mnarrow locality. An obvious interpolation is the
mention of Kharadaha (now Khardah) as a ‘‘holy seat’ (‘$ripata’).
Such pre-emincnce of the place dates from the middle of the sixteenth
century when Nityananda settled down here. In this connection
Kalikata (Calcutta) also is mentioned. But this portion, narrating
Cando’s journey downstream from Saptagrama, 1s not repeated when
Cando recounts in detail his voyage from home to Patana. There 1s
little doubt that the earlier narrative (1x 4) is a singer's elaboration
made at a much later date.

3. THE PoEM

The story of Manasi 1is narrated by Vipradasa as a unitary
narrative, the different episodes having been given a balanced and
proportionate trcatment. There is no tendency here, as in the works
of all other writers of the gemre, to give the canvas almost entirely to
the Bchulad episode alone. On reading the pocm one is convinced
that Vipradasa has given us an old, genuine and simple version of the

Manasa saga.

In the whole of Middle Bengali literature there is never a tale
more simply and effectively told than Vipradasa’'s narrative. The
characters are well drawn and seldom cxaggerated ; neither the divine
nor the mortal figures are shorn of human traits. Vipradasa was
fully equipped with all the items of the contemporary vernacular poet’s
craft but his learning did not lead him away from his theme. His
sincerity and faith saved his poem from pedantic verbosity and lurid
vulgarity.

The poem 1is a mnarrative that was sung and chanted, and its
chanting formed an important part of the ritualistic worship of Manasa.
So Vipradasa has more than once called his work ‘Ritual Song’ (vrata-
gita). As a specific title he has called it either Manasa-vijaya (six
times) or Manasa-mangala (nine times).! Since no other writer of the
genre has ever used the title Manasi-vijaya it is accepted here as the
specific title of Vipradasa’s narrative.

The following names of melodies (»dga) in which the poems in the
narrative used to be sung or chanted appear in the manuscript copies.
Some of these mames are obviously late , e.g. ‘‘behag’” and ‘‘iman’’;
but it does not necessarily mean that these melodies were known by
the same names in the late fifteenth century. |

| Ahiri (iii 1 ; xii 18 ; xiii 1) ; Iman (v 10 ; vi 3) ; Kau (iii 4, 147 ;
vi 15 ; viii 16 ; xii 31, 51) ; Kalydna (viii 3) ; Kinard (v 6) ; Kamada

! Once (xiii 4) Manasd-carita also appears.
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(i1;wib; vii 18 ; xit 3, 16, 21) ; Kedara (vi 17 ; x 19) ; Gandhdra
(xii 34); Gauri (v 11); Jharikhandi (iv 6; v 8); Dhanasi (vi I11; x11 4,
38 ; xiit 12) ; Nata or Nata 114; 11 13;1iv 3, 8;viIi3;ix3;xi7;
xiii 2 ; Patamafijari (i 12, 19; 1 6, 9, 14 ; ili 3, Vv ; iv 15 ; viii 6,
14 ; ix 8 ; X 10 ; xi 4); Pahira or Pahari (ii 13 ; iv 19 ; vii 12 ; viii
4; x 8; xi1 48); Purabi (iv 13) ; Prabhati (iv 24) ; Parari (vii 2 ;
iXx 7; Xt I, 9; xiil g); Vasanta (i 9; xi 2); Bageévarl (iv 5, 18) ;
Behag (vi1 10} ; Bhatiyari (vihr 3, 6 ; xi 8) ; Bhairavi (v 2, 12 ; x 15 ;
X1 7, 19) ; Mangala (xii 22) ; Mallara (v 23 ; viii 20) ; Maharati (i 21 ;
114, 5,11 5;x2; x1 11); Milasi (vili 2 ; xii 49); 8§11 (i 8; iv 2, 9,
IX; vi2, 7 18; viiy; x 14, 17; xii 7, 27 ; xiil 3) ; Sindhurd or
Sindhu (1 10; 1 I12; vii9; X 4 ; xiii 5) ; Subdi or Sui (i 16 ; i 2,
II; vil 9; ix 5; Xxi 6).

The f{following terms indicate manner of chanting: Karuna,
Jamaka-chanda, Payara, Pawcali (or Tripadi).? The mystic verses
(i 9 ; vii 11) are called ‘Mantrajata.’

4. ANTIQUITY OF THE SAGA

The story of Manasi and the connected episodes have been treated
by several writers from the end of the fifteenth century and up to the
end of the ninctcenth. The variations in the theme are minor but not
always without significance. The different episodes in the saga have
bcen sometimes treated differently and some episodes have often been
ignored altogether or modified beyond recognition. With the progress
of time the last episode of the saga, the story of Behula, gathered
importance so that by the eighteenth century it practically occupied the
entire stage. The popularity of the story made it open to all sorts of
accretions and emendations at the hand of writers and scribes and in
the mouth of singers. But the theme had never lost its connection
with the worship of the goddess of snakes, and this acted as a check to
any fundamental change.

Some of the basic elements of the Manasa saga are to be traced in
vedic literature and tradition, and others to the puranic.®* As & good
parallel of the Savitri-Satyavan episode, wherc also the husband was
a victim to snake-bite and the young wife won back her husband from
Yama (as against Behuld who brought her husband back from the
domain of Manasa-Neto i.e., vedic Yami), the story of Behula and
Lakhindara possibly existed in some form in the early centuries of the
Christian era. Vipradasa’s poem presents the saga in an well-deve-
loped form indicating previous literary cultivation for a pretty long

1 1t probably means any melody that could be sung in the morning.
2 Payara and Tripadi later came to mean the two main varities of the
Bengali metre.

3 See Notes pp. 295ff, 307, 309.
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time. The names Cando and Behulia bear the stamp of antiquity. The
positive evidence that the saga did not originate at the close of the
fifteenth century' is not lacking. From somec of the esoteric verses
current among the Nith (or Gorakhiya) Yogis of Western India
(—manuscript evidence not later than the sixteenth century—) it
appears that the story of Manasi and of Neto washing clothes at Triveni
was familiar to them and they used it as allegorical representation
of some yogic processes. That the story came from Eastern India is
apparent from the language of these verses.

canda-gota khuta karilai siirij karilai pati

ahanisi dhobi dhobai triveni ki ghati *®
‘The moon is made the post and thc sun the bnard ; dav and
night the washerwoman does her washing on the bank at Triveni.’

canda karile khuta siirij kanle pat
nita utha dhobi dhobai triveni ke ghit.?

“The moon is made the post and the sun the bnard ;| always? the
the washerwoman comes up and docs her washing on the bank of
Triveni.’

Manasd’s water sport in Kilidaha and her residence on Sijuyi are
implied in the following :
mana-sarovar manasa jhulati avai
gagana-mandal matha-miamdhai re.®

‘Manasa comcs to sport in the lake Mina(sa) ; (her) temple and pavi-
lion are in the dome of the sky.’

What is more interesting is that to the Gorakhiya yogis the Manasa
saga is older than the Ramavana, not {o say ol the Mahabhirata,
and in this reference to the Manasd saga they mean Gindo’s uncqual
conflict with the goddess of the snakes.

sata jug madhe jug ek racila
visahar ek nipaya
gyan-bihiindm gan gandhrap abadhu
sab-hi dasi dasi khaya.
treta jug madhe jug doi racila
rama ramaiain kinham
nar bandar sab lari lari miye
tin bhi gyan na cinham.

' The episode of Mapasl's encounter with Hisan and Hosen no doubt
Indicates a date later than the ecarly thirteenth century but for this episode
only. But then it is possibly a post- Turk1 conquest version of Manam S
conflict with Yama. '

2 Gorakh-vani (ed. Dr. Pitimbarddas Barthwal, 1942) p. 151I.

3 1bid. p. 155. ¢ There is a pun :n ‘nita’ ; it also implies Neto.

3 GoraRh-vaini p. 105.
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dvapar jug madhe jug tini racile
bahu dambar bahu bharat!

kairau piandau lari lari muye
narad kiya samghar.

kali jug madhe jug cari racila
cikila cara vicira

ghari ghari dandi ghari ghari vadi
ghari ghari kathan-hiram?

‘In Satya-yuga the first epoch (or epic) was made and a serpent
was fashioned ; (she) bit and bit and killed the host of the
Gandharva that was robbed of the Knowledge.

‘In Treta-yuga the second epoch (or cpic) was made, and
Rama did the Rimiyana ; men and monkeys fought and fought
and died, and the threec had no inkling of the Knowledge.

‘In Dvapara-yuga the third epoch (or epic) was made,—of
much ado and of great weight (i.e. the Mahabharata) ; the
Kauravas and Pandavas fought and fought and died, and
Niarada made the end (i.e. compilation).

‘In Kali-yuga the fourth epoch has been made, and there is
an cnd to good conduct and discretion ; in cvery home there i1s
quarrel, in every home wrangling and in every home talkers.’

Stories concerning nagas an¢d their cult were not unknown in
Middle . Indo-Aryan, specially in Buddhistic literature. But these stones
do not have any direct connection with the Middle Bengali Manasa
saga. Nevertheless there are some common clements, and these cle-
ments are found in the Bh#ridalta-jataka in Pali.* This story is divid-
ed into eight khandas, which reminds us of a similar division of the
Manasi saga.®* The whirlpool in the Yamuni under which was the
dominion of the madgas corresponds to Kilidaha of the Bengali story.
The young mndga widow (matapatika naga-manavika) seeking a hus-
band in the world of man is strongly reminiscent of Manasa as a brah-
man widow. The attack of the ndga king Dhatarattha and his serpent
host upon the city of Kasi bears strong resemblance to Manasa’s
attack upon the dominion of Hasan. The loss of one eye of the young
serpent Arittha (which gave him the name Ka&narittha, ‘Arittha the
one-eyed’), is paralleled by the incident of Manasi’s loss of one eye.
Lastly the contest between the serpent prince Sudassana and the poison
doctor Alambéd(ya)na (or Alampayana) reminds us of the contest bet-
ween the serpent Sankha and the doctor Dhanvantari although the
results of the two contests are not the same.

! 1t +hould be read ‘bahu dambar mahabhir.’

2 Gorakh-vani p. 123.

3 JalaRa vi 543.

¢ Another ndga story, Vidhura-jataka (545). is also divided into khandas.
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5. VERSIONS OF THE SAGA

The Manasa saga in vernacular poetry shows two main versions,
Southern and Northern. The Southern has two subordinate versions,
West Bengal and East Bengal, and the Northern also two, North Bengal
(including Kamrup) and Bihar. The Southern version is fully represent-
ed by Vipradisa’s poem, and all the episodes are included here. In
the Northern version Manasia is also known as Totala (Totali), and
Gangia as a wife of Siva appears here in an important role in the intro-
ductory episode. It is also mentioned that she bore Siva two sons
Dangura and Mahananda. Here Candi (Durgi) appears as the foster-
daughter of the sage (#sf) Hemanta, and it is mentioned, not casually,
that Siva had enjoyed her before she was married to him. The incident
of Lakhindara ravishing his maternal aunt Kaufalya is also peculiar
to the Northern version. The story of Hiasan and Hosen appears to
have been rather ncglected here.

The main differcnce betwcen the West Bengal and East Bengal
versions lies in the omission of the detailed account of creation and
elaborate insertion of the Puranic stories of Siva, Sati and Parvati in
the latter. The incident of the farmer Bachdi is also peculiar to the
East Bengal version. The title ‘Padmipurana’ never occurs in the
West Bengal pocms.

The Behar version differs from the Northern in having five sisters
Manasa and in retaining only the Cando-Behula-Lakhindara story.

A. Tue WEsT BENGAL VERSION

The West Bengal version is represented by a host of Manasd-
mangala writers, of whom the following are worlth mention: Visnu
Pala, Ketakiddisa and two other poets also calling themselves Ksema-
nanda, Sitaram Dasa, Rasik Misra and Banes$var Ray.

I. VISNU PALA

Visnu Pala’s Manasamangala is known in a complete and in a few
fragmentary manuscripts. The complete MS.! however has some
lacunae owing to its defective prototype. Nothing is known about the
poet except his name. The manuscripts have all been collected from
West Burdwan and Birbhum, and there is a very strong imprint of the
local speech in the language. For an historical study of the dialect of
north Radha the work of Visnu Pala is invaluable. On the evidence
of the handwriting and paper the MS cannot be dated anterior to the
middle of the eightcenth century, and we cannot safcly allow more
than a century for the poet. Until new evidence comes up Visnu
Pila may be dated in the later half of the seventcenth century.

! The Asiatic Society MS. no. G 4993.
B
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Visnu Pala has recognised_the traditional division of the saga into
‘Deva-khanda’ and ‘Vanik-khanda’* but there is also the usual divi-
sion into sections (‘pdla’). Visnu Piala’s poem is interesting from
various other points. It presents the saga in a purely ‘‘folk’’ version,
and luckily there is little cvidence of the usual discipline of the con-
temporary poet’s craft, and there are many items that throw light on
somc dark spots in the history of the cult.

The following variations in the story are interesting:

Manasa turned herself into a white spider and was brought home
by Siva in his flower basket. She was discarded in the forest by
Brahmia, and Neto was born out of the sweat wrung out by Brahma
from his napkin. Brahma gave her a good educalion and sent her
to Manasa. Manasa and Neto were established on Sijuya Hill. Then
follows this new episode.

Angry with Siva for bringing home Manasi Durga (i.e. Candi)
had already left for her 1ather’s placc. After sending Neto to Manas3
Brahma hurried home to intercept the goddess. Failing to persuade
her he came back and reported to Siva. Siva turned himself into a
Mussalman soldier and took his station in a shanty that stood ahead
on Durga’s way. Visnu Pala describes him thus:

nil dhari pare kiba dostar mathay
khara churi nila yauvan avatar
cira sande$ nild bokca bandina.

parvatir age pathe rahila darana.

‘He wore a blue loin cloth, and what a turban on the head! He
held a sword and a knife,—a Yavana incarnate. He took
flattened rice and sweets and made a bundle of them, and stood
waiting ahead on the way of Parvati.’

To separate the goddess from her two sons Siva brought down a
rain storm. The boys ran one way and Parvati another. She saw
the shanty, took shelter in it and met the sentry. He ravished her
and the result was the birth of the brothers Hasan and Husen.

Then comes another innovation. Varuna was practising penance
at the sea-coast for a very long time. To entice him home his wife
Maitra came there and tried all her charms on her husband. The
result was that Varuna spilled his seed and Agastya was born. It
was Agastya that commissioned a parrot to bring tamarind which fell
down into the sea and turned its milk-water into curd.

According to Visnu Pidla Manasa’s mount or chariot is Madhai. This
is reminiscent of the ‘‘honey-hued’’ (madhuvarna) or ‘‘honey-bearing’’

1 ‘deva-khanda gela ebe benyad khanda &aila’ (20 a).
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(madhuvahana) car of the¢ Asdvins in RV. The poct however later
mentions Madhai as the dniver of Manasa’s car.?

The story of Hasan and Husen is told eclaborately, and its
preamble is interesting as it rcveals a vedic trait in the make up of
Manasa. It was thc custom of the goddess to come out in her chariot
and survey her domain. (One day she found that Hasan was her
neighbour and he was waxing strong. Some of her brahman
worshippers complained to her regarding Hasan’s opposition to Hindu

practices. This was how Manasa turncd her wrath to Hasan. This
is Visnu Pala’s description of Hasan’s town Hasanhati:

phire madhai dori aori
hindu musalmén cinibare nari bhai
sabar hate churi katari.
darun kukurar rol visama bajiche dhol
ghane ghana chariche haai
kalu turka mochalman magyer pite bhit khan
sokharite ni dey gomay.
(madhai) gela re kasaer hat mas bice miathay pag
kapilar mamsa tule dhari
sekhine darana bhai dcbir madhai re
pran kampae tharahari.
(madhai) gela re sauer hat natini puriche nat
gusti bhajhina khay cur
seckhane darana bhaii debir madhai re
pran kampac duradur.
sani-mangal-bare bat pariche hasaner hat
tay bikdy rasun pevaj
nora nori kata bajarc bikay bhai
ar bikay Satesvari har.?
‘Madhai walked from door to door, and he could not distinguish
between a Hindu and a Mussalman ; cvery man was carrying
knives and choppers. Cocks were crow.ng, drums were being
beaten relentlessly, and rockets were being fired repeatedly.
The black Turks (?), Mussalmans, ate from the same plate with
their wives, and they did not cleanse (the spot where the plates
were laid) with cowdung. Miadhai then came to butchers’ stalls
where the butchers, with turbans on head, were weighing beef,
and there Madhai of the goddess stood and his heart was shak-
ing. Madhai then went over to wine merchants’ stalls where
dancing girls were dancing, and frying meat they eat it with
wine (?) ; standing there Madhai of the goddess was quaking in

1 There is a description of the car and the horse (20b-213).
2 Fol. 22b. A somewhat similar description of a bazar in a Mussalman

town occurs in Vidydpati's Kirtilata.
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his heart. On Saturdays and Tuesdays Hiasan’s market
asscmbled along the highway, and garlic and onion were sold
there. In the bazar so many big and small stone rollers were
sold, and were sold necklaces with a hundred strings.’

The story of the cowherds is introduced to give the goddess an
excuse to attack Hiasan. After Hasan’s submission Manasi came to
Cando’s town, and took her station on the branch of a white silk cotton
trec (‘basila $veta simuler dale’). She was pleased with the pros-
perous look of the place and would like to have her snakes kill the
people so that the place could be bodily transferred to her domain.

Neto stopped her from realising her wish and pointed out Cando.
Cando too saw Manasa and at once struck his magic weapon. A
branch of the tree fcll down and Manasad thanked her stars for the
narrow escapc. She then darted her magic arrow of fire, but it only
removed Cindo’s moustache and beard. C(Cando laughed heartily at
the failure of the goddess and he ridiculed the latter for doing a barbar’s
job (27b-2gb).

Manasa then turned her attention to Sankha Dhanvantari. When
Dhanvantari was dcad Manasa camc to Brahmia and rcported her
victory. But the god scolded her for killing her own husband.
Manasa protested that the fact was not known to her. The gods in a
body repaired to the place where the great poison doctor was cremated,
and throwing sacred water on the ashes they resurrected Dhan-
vantari. As the latter sat up Madhai approached him as a barber
and held a mirror beforc him. The doctor saw that his face was dis-
figured by fire, and he would not like to face the world of men. He

preferred to become a ‘rij-sap’ (‘‘king-snake’’, or ‘‘chain snake’’) and
dwell in the lower region.

patal-pure jay roja raj-sarpa haina

galde tule nilda mata har karifia.

gan kavi visnu-pal visaharir bar
muniraj rahila mder galar upar. (30b)

‘The poison doctor went down to the city in Palala, turning
himself into a r@jasarpa, and the mother (i.e. Manasi) took him
up and wore him as her necklace. By the grace of Visahari the
poet Visnu Pila sings: the king of sages remained on the neck
of the mother.’

In the story of the fishermen brothers there is a slight addition ;
they werc arrested for neglecting Cando’s order and put in prison.
They were presently set free by the goddess.

When Manasa, disguised as Cando’s sister-in-law, tricked him out
of his Great Knowledge and magic possessions she also took away the
golden image of his tutelary deity Gandhesari (45b).
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Visnu Piala’s description of the disposal of the dcad bodies of
Cando’s sons is very intercsting.?

On the occasion of the sinking of the boats Visnu Pala has
narrated an altercation between Candi and Manasid and a fight between
the hosts of the two goddesses (6oa-61a).

On her journcy to Triveni with the dead body of her husband
Behula had passed by Kalidaha. There she dived under seven palm
trees’ depth of water and reached the ‘‘pavilion of decay and death”’
(‘jarani mandap’). She passed through the door and saw the bodies
of the six brothers of her husband hanging from the roof. She {elt
afraid and shy and guickly returned to the raft (¢98ab).

As in Vipradasa’s poem Triveni was beyond Caumukha, where
the sacred river forked into four channels.

On the occasion of Neto taking Behuld to the domain of Yama
to find the body of Lakhindara which was temporarily missing Visnu
Pila has given a long account of Yama-puri (101b-1062).

Before Manasa attempted {c resurrect Lakhindara she recounted
to Behula the indignitics she had suffered for twelve months at the
hand of Lakhindara’s father. This poem bears thie signature of Khema-
panda Das (‘‘devir baramidsya gay Khemanandadasa'’).?

When Cando ultimately had worshipped Manasa the goddess told
him to worship Neto. The latter on her part asked him to worship
Madhai, and at the later’s request he worshipped the serpent Kali.

The poem closes with a brief reference to Manasa worship as a
ritual in Iarriage ceremony.

KRETAKADASA (KsSEMANANDA I)

Ketakadisa called himself Ksemiananda also, and this title or
sobriquet or name was borne by a few other poets writing on the saga
of Manasa. Kectakadasa belonged to the district of Burdwan, and this
is revealed by his laying the route of Behula’s journey to Triveni along
the Banka, an old course of the Damodar that once joined the Ganga
a few miles up Triveni. The poet probably belonged to the middle
of the seventeenth century.? Kecetakidisa’s complete poem has not
been recovercd. As a matter of fact no manuscript copy of his poem
contains more than one or two sections of thc saga.* The story of

1 See Notes p. 306.

4 Actual reading is ‘gunakhemadise’ (rcgb-110D).

3 Vide Bangala Sahityer Itihas by Sukumar Sen vol. i (second edition),
p- 476 £ .
"  4An attempt has been made by Mr. Jatindramohan Bhattacharya
(IKetakadasa-ksemananda-racita Manasamangala, Calcutta University 1943,
1949) to present a complete version. But the edition is in no sense complete.
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Ciando, Lakhindara and Behula is the biggest and the most important
part. This story as an indcpcndent poem has been enjoying great
popularity from the beginning, and this popularity is reflected in its
being printed in several editions beginning from 1844. What is more
it was translated almost faithfully into Sanskrit verse by Bhagavan-
candra Visirada a Sanskrit teacher in Hnoghly Normal School. This
translation was published in 18%% under the title Behuld-lakhindaram.

The following are the important points of divurgencc in the tales
of Manasa as told by Ketakadasa.

The milk-water of the celestial sea was curdled at the instance of
Siva, and Cando came out of the sea at the tenth churning while poi-
son camc out at the twelfth. Manasa’s eye was disabled by charcoal
burn, no doubt brought about by her step-mother. Manasa made
friends with Kamala when the poison deoctor was away at Kamarupa,
and the poet has given a short description of the ceremony of making
friends (‘sahela’). When Dhanvantari told his wife his vital secrets
the goddess heard it, hiding herself as a white fly. The secrets were
these :

prajapati mantra dila ksiroder tire
sat brahma-til mor $irer upare.
udayakal sarpa ache maheger jate
s¢ yadi khaite pare nasikar bate
sat brahma-til yadi eke vare lay
tabe se mariba ami e bol nifay.

‘Brahma gave me the wmanira on the beach of Ksiroda, and
seven tiny marks of Brahma appeared on my head. There 1s
the snake Udayakala hidden in Siva’s matted locks ; if it can
get inside me by the nose and strike and if the seven tiny marks
of Brahma disappear simultancously then indeed I shall die.
This is a sure thing.’?

The story of Usd and Aniruddha is given in. detail.

K§EMKNANDA 11

Ketakadasa (Ksemananda I) was, probably a kidyastha. The second
Ksemananda was a brahman (dvija) and he has often mentioned that
he came of the family of Shahzida Ray (‘sajada-rayer vams$a’). He
has also mentioned that he was a resident of the village Cintitapur.
The poet belonged to west Radha. The poem of this second Ksema-
nanda is known only in a fragmentary manuscript.?

1 The ‘‘tiny mark of Riama'’ ( ‘ramatil’ j') is mentioned also in Vijaya
Gupta’s version.
* Calcutta University MS. no. 4594.
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A MS! of the story Jalu and Malu (‘‘jalid jalan pila’’) reveals
a Manasamangala poet calling himself Kavicandra and belonging to
the family of Shahzida R&ay. This poet has mentioned his son
Raghuvir and his place of residence Syamadasa-pur. It is just possible
that Kavicandra is the same person as Ksemananda II, or that both
have dealt with common stock emanating from a common ancestor.

KsEMKNANDA 111

The work of Ksemananda III, was discovered by Basanta Ranjan
Ray? in a manuscript copied in the Kaithi variety of Devanagri script
in 1817 at a village near Purulia in the district of Manbhum. Only
the story of Cando-Lakhindara-Behula is treated. The story presents
some marked affinity with the Bibar version. Ciando lost his six sons
and boats on his return journey from Simhala. After meeting Neto
(who is regularly called Dubini and only once Nitai) Behula left the
body of her husband on a platform of flowers (or in a flower garden)
and walkcd up to the domain of the gods. The poem is a very small
one but not without narrative skill.

SITARAM DaAs

Sitaram Dds belonged to south Radha, and he wrote a Dharma-
mangala poem in 1608.2 Ten years later (1708)* he composed a
Manasamangala poem which he has called Kamali-mangala or Kamali-
kirtana. The poem is known in manuscript copies of individual
episodes or sections of the saga. These manuscripts mostly belong to
the last decade of the eighteenth century.® The poet had before him
another poem which he had read before attempting his own. So he

says addressing the goddess Manasa who was worshipped as Gajalaksmi
by the family:

dekhaite sarani jabe diya gele puthi
apanar gune git Suna go jagati.

‘As you had left me a written book to show the way, now by
your own goodness, O Jagati, listen to this song.’

There is little doubt that Sitirim had beforc him the poem of
Ketakadasa.

1 AS MS. G4997. Vide Bangéala Sahityer Ilihas 1 p. 490.

2 Published under the title Ksemanader Manasamangal (1909)

% Vide Bangali Sahityer Itihas i p 539ff ; also p 490f.

4 The date is given in Malla year 1014 (‘'$a$i vindu candra veda'’).

S Sahitya-Sabha (Burdwan) MSS no. 9, 611-617 ; Sahitya-Parisad MS
no. 2414 Vide Bardhaman Sahitya-Sabha Prakdsiké no. 2 p 198f ; ‘Sitarimdaser
Manasadmangala’ by Taraprasanna Bhattacharya in Narayan vol. 5, part 1, no. 1,
p 641, '
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The story of Hasan is- dealt with elaborately by Sitirim, and so
also the Puranic story of Usi and Aniruddha. Cando was so called
as he had caught the moon. This is indeed an explanation of the
fuller name Candradhara. The most important feature of Sitirim’s
poem is Manasad’s worship of Dharina on the bank of the Balluka.

RAsIK MiSra

Rasik Miéra originally belonged to west Radha but he shifted his
residence to south Riadha. His peoem is known in some fragmentary
MSS.* Rasik had the titles ‘‘Sri-kavivallabha’’ and ‘‘Sri-kavikan-
kana.’” He calls his poem Jagati-mangala also. Rasik’s work bears
some affinity with that of Vispu Pal. The mystic verses uttered by
the goddess when she cured Siva and others from the effects of poison
are the same.

BANESVAR RAY
Banesvar’s poem is known in 2 single fragmentary MS.* He pro-
bably belonged to the family of Shahzada Riay. The poem was writ-
ten in 1710.

B. Tue East BENGAL VERSION

In East Bengal the saga of Manasa has been generally called
Padmapuran. The worship of the goddess of snakes has been as popular
as almost an item of domestic routine, and so verses or ballads re-
counting the greatness of the goddess obtained a familiarity unknown in
the western part of the country. This is why the names of writers (and
singers) of Manasamangala in East Bengal are legion and why no work,
neither a single manuscript nor a single published volume, bears
less than half a dozen signatures. No such manuscript is older than the
middle of the eighteenth century, and in the case of some poets no
manuscript material is available, The source of many printed editions
of Padmapuran was the professional singers who had never been un-
mindful of putting in their signatures whenever they could. It is
extremely difficult to separate the names of the poets from those of the
singers, and the editors of the printed works have not been helpful.
On the other hand they (specially the later ones) have been often zealous
in putting in bulk and adding polish to their material which was suffi-
ciently late. Some editors have interpolated chronogram couplets to
ensure incontestible antiquity for their poets.

Four East Bengal poets of the Manasi saga (rather four readings
of the saga assigned to four poets) are Narayan Dev, Vamsidas, Vljay
Gupta and Sasthivar.

! AS MS. G 4970 ; CU MSS. 1970, 2071, 1510. Vide Bangald Sahityer Itihas
vol. 1 p 488f; Bardhaman Sdhitya-Sabha Prakadika no. 2 p 20ff.
2 AS G 5405 ; Vide Ranpgdala Sahityer Itihds i@ p 785f.
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NARAYAN Drev

Nardyan Dev is undoubtedly the oldest of the M anasamangala
poets in East Bengal. His date cannot be determined, but it cannot
be put later than the seventeenth century. He belonged to the village
Bor-gram on the Brahmaputra in the district of Mymensingh. He
was a kayastha, and his great grandfather had come from West Ben-
gal (Radha) and settled there. It is not unlikely that this ancestor of
Narayan also had brought in the Manasi saga from his old country.

In both manuscripts and printed editions! the signature of Narayan
Dev appears with those of Jagannath, Candrapati, Jayarim, Hari
Datta, Janakinith, Kavicandra, Yaduniath, Madhav, Balaram and
Vamsidas. An Assamese version of the story of Lakhindara and
Behula has been published,® and it contains the signature of Niriyan
Dev only.

According to Narayan Dev Neto was the elder sister of Manasa.
As soon as born she was sent by Siva to live with Ganga. When Siva
met Manasa for the first time at Kialidaha he attempted to make love
to her and was smitten down by a deadly glance from Manasa.
As she was being taken home in a flower basket by her father they
met some cowherds grazing cattle. Manasa begged some milk from
them. They refused and died. On Siva's request the boys were
brought back to life and they worhsipped her. Then the father and
the daughter met the farmer Bachii who wanted to have the goddess
as his wife. He too died and was brought back to life after her
mother had promised to worship Manasi. This cpisode is peculiar to
the East Bengal writers of the saga.

Triveni and other places on the Hooghly are mentioned by
Nariyan Dev (as well as by Vijay Gupta) as lying on Bchuld’s way
to the domain of the gods. This shows that the story had come from
West Bengal. According to Ketakddasa and Nariyan Dev Cando
threw away his ‘‘Hematdl’’ staff before worshipping the goddess.

VAMSIDAS

The full name is Vamséivadan Cakravarti. He too belonged to
Mymensingh, and he was thoroughly familiar with Narayan Dev's
poem. The poet cannot be datcd beyond the early eighteenth century

1 One edition was published {from Mymensingh in 19o7. Calcutta University
has published an edition prepared by Dr. Tamonash Chandra Das-Gupta (1942,
1949). This edition is bazed on an incomplete and defective manuscript the
folia of which are not in proper order. Bhairav Chandra Sarmi published an
edition from Sylhet (1877). Here the only other signatures are those of

Sagsthivar and Kavikes$ari.
3 Published by Datta Baruya Brothers, Nalbari (1948).

C
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in spite of the chronogram appearing in one particular edition. The
poem is known in a single MS! and in several editions.? But every-
where there is more than one signature.®

The poet has given the name of his parents. A late tradition says
that his daughter Candravati also wrote verses.* One is tempted to
connect her name with that of Candrapati appearing in most of the
East Bengal versions of the saga.

The following are the peculiaritics in the tale recounted by
Vamsidasa.

Manasia became a snake and bit Candi at the foot and took shelter
in a Sij tree. As in Vijay Gupta the story of Bachdi comes before
that of the cowherds. Cando was the hermit Pasusakha in his former
birth. He once saw two young birds floating down helplessly in a
flooded strcam and rescued them. These pets of his were eaten by a
snake when he was absent for a while. This made him a sworn
enemy of snakes. He threw himself into a forest blaze and was
reborn as Cando. To trick him out of his magic power Manasi on
the advice of Netd (i.e. Neto) met him in a forest where Cindo was
hunting. He was surpnised to find such a young and handsome girl
doing penance alone in a forest. Manasa told him that she was doing
so in order to be able to take revenge on snakes as the husband of her
clder sister had died of snakebite. She also told him that she had
made a vow to marry only such a man as possessed the Great Know-
ledge. Cando forthwith offered himself a candidate and said,

amake vivaha kara na bhdbiha mane
sadai $unibe vadya bisari-mundane . . .
canda bale mahajfiana $una eka-mane
arai aksara matra kahi tava kane.

Marry me and do not think twice ; you shall be always hearing
the drums declaring the defeat of the goddess of the serpents.
. . . Gando said, ‘Do listen with undivided mind, and I am
speaking into your ear the Great Knowledge consisting of only two
syllables and a half’.’

On receiving the Great Knowledge the goddess disappeared.
Candi consoled him in his sleep and advised him to commission
Dhanvantari living in Sankhapur. Dhanvantari was first born out of
the churning of the ocean. He was reborn in the royal family of
Kasdi and became known as the great poison doctor (‘‘garari’’ i.e.

! Now in the collection of Bardwan Sahitya Sabha. The MS is about a
hundred years old.

? By far the best is that published by Manimchan Das, Dacca (1go8).

% In the MS the only other signature is that of Niarayan Dev. In the
Dacca edition the signature of Piirnachandra Cakravarti, apparently a late
singer or copyist, occurs several times. -

4 Vide Bangala Sahityer Itihdas i p 471ff.
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garudika) Sankha. Onece he caught an Udayakila snake that was a
sage’'s pet, and the sage thercat had cursed him that he would die
from a bite of such a snake. On Sankha’s supplications the sage
was pleased to modify his curse to a death for twelve years only.?
The dead bodies of the six sons of Cando were set adrift in the
stream. Neti took them away and placed them in charge of the
demoness (raksasi) Dhana.* This was also the fate of Dhanvantari
and of his disciples Dhana and Mana.

From Triveni Behuli walked up to heaven, and leaving the body
of her husband at the house of her friend Citrarekha she went to
Siva’s place.

Vijaya GupTA

The version that goes by the name of Vijaya Gupta® has been
published in various editions* none of which is based on any manuscript
material. The chronogram which is generally quoted in discussions
about the date of Vijaya Gupta i1s not genuine. But it is quite possible
that the original form of the poem (not the poem as we know it now)
belonged to the sixteenth century. No edition presents less than half

a dozen signatures.

The following are the important departures in the saga presented
by ‘‘Vijay Gupta.’’

After striking down with a poison glance Manasi, as in Vamséidas,
hid herself in a Sij grove. Beside Neti Manasa had another friend or
counsellor, Sugandha.” Manasa had been delivered of eight »nagas
before Astika was born. The witches under the command of Candi
made the young mother dry and she could not feed the young serpents.
When Siva heard of it he made the divine cow fill up the river Dhaval.
The serpents drank from it and thercby contaminated the river. Siva
sipped some water and was stricken down. Manasa brought him back
to life. Then comes the story of Kapili (here Surabhi) and her cali
Manoratha, and the consequent gtory of the churning of the ocean—
all very briefly told. Siva’s affection for Manasa and her #ndga
sons became too much for Candi to bear, and Manasa had to leave
Kailasa. She built her headquarters at Jayantinagar. When she sat
in state Netd took her seat on the left and Dhimu (Dhamai of Vipra-
dasa and Madhai of Visnu Pila) stood in front.*®

1 ““ mariya thakiba tumi dviidasa -vatsara."’
2 Dhani is obviously a mistaks for ‘Jari’. She is mentioned as Taraki
by Jagatjivan Ghosal and Visnu Pala.
3 Vide Bangdla Sahityer Iiihas 1 p 149ff.
. * The earliest is that by Rimacaran Siroratna published from Barisal (1896).
The best is the edition of Nagendramohan Sengupta published from Calcutta.
5 ‘daine sugandhi devi vame base neta.'’
¢ “‘sammukhe dariy dhamu vam pase netd.”’
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Manasa’s spite against Cindo began from the day when in his
presence the snakes that draped the goddess ran away making her nude.

There is a very briefly mentioned incident that is peculiar to this
version. Before the goddess approached the cowherds she had received
worship from Liatik a canddla that had gambled away everything he
had possessed.

The dead body of Dhanvantari was deposited with Ganga.

Manasi approached Cando as a dancing girl and told him that
she was a visakanya, but if any one could somehow survive the first
contact with her he would acquire immunity for ever. Cando lost his
head and taught her his Great Knowledge so that she could at once
bring him back to life. Manasa learnt it and disappeared.

Lakhindara and Behula were accompanied by the priest Rongai
Pandit on their return journey from the kingdom of the gods.

C. THE Nor1H BENGAL (AND KAMRUP) VERSION

The North Bengal version is represented by five poets: ‘‘Tantra’’
Vibhiiti, Jagatjivan Ghosal, Manakar, Durgavar and Jivankrsna
Maitra. Jagatjivan, Manakar and Durgavar beclonged to Kamata-
Kamariip, and thc language of the works of the last two shows

imprint of Assamese.

‘“TANTRA’’ VIBHUTI

“Tantra’’ is gencrally believed to be a part of the name but such
a name looks rather unusual. 1 prefer to take it as indicating the
profession or caste (‘‘wecaver’’) of the poet. No manuscript copy of
Vibhiuiti’'s poem, complete or otherwise, has vyet been recovered, but
his work has been partially preserved, having been incorporated in
some manuscript copies of Jagatjivan’s poem as is signified by the
signaturec of Vibhiiti occurring in some passages ; e.g.,
totala-carane vibhiiti gae.
‘Vibhuti sings at the feet of Totala.’
tantra-vibhiiti bale* total avatar
cta bali gela §iva dharma pujibar.?
‘Tantra-Vibhiiti speaks of the birth of Totala ; saying this much
Siva went out to worship Dharma.’

JAGATJIVANA GHOSAL

Jagatjivan’s poem is known in a few manuscript copies® most of
which are mutilated. The poet mentions Prananarayan of Coochbehar

! The MS reads ‘‘pade’’. It may be an error for ‘‘bade’” (<Zlvadati) as

well.

2 CU MS. 3180 fol, 6B, 10a.

3 The MS collected by Mr. Asutosh Das, M.A., is old and good. It does
vot contain any other signature.
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as the lord of the country he belonged to. His native village was
Kuciyamora! Jagatjivana therefore belonged to the middle of the
seventeenth century. |

The peculiarities in the story as told by Jagatjivan are as follows.

When the three brothers Brahma, Visnu and Siva cremated the
dead body of their father Dharma their mother (called Manasi by
Jagatjivana) became a suttee, and she came out of the pyre as an
infant three days old. On the advice of Brahma she was put in an
iron box and dropped in the sacred river. The infant was rescued by
the sage Hemanta.

Siva brought home Manasa hidden in the basket of flowers and
then went away. Candi felt curious and looked carefully into the
basket. When shc could not find anything she started weighing the
flowers one by one, and whichever was found unusually heavy she
threw it into the fire. When she took up the flower in which Manasa
was hiding the latter had to reveal herself to her stepmother.

Immediately after the birth of Astika Jaratkaru left his wife, and
she was compelled to beg milk for feeding the infant. So she

approached the cowherds.

Manasia wanted her father to command Cindo to worship her but
he refused. Then on Neti’'s advice she came to her elder brother
Cando and asked him to worship her. Cando flourished his Hematal
staff and Manasd at once took herself away. Cando’s town is called

Campala- (Campiia-) puri, as in Durgavar.

When his six sons died Cando ordered cremation of thc bodies,
and the young widows were ready to become suttee. Manasa com-
manded the demoness (nzksasi) Tarakd to steal the bodies, and it was

done.

Lakhindara’s mother did not entertain the thought of her son’s
marriage as he was destined to die on the bridal night, and her son
was too young to think of marriage. Manasi became impatient and
sought the advice of Netai who asked her to send the nymph Kima-
soni disguised as Lakhindara's maternal aunt Kaudalya and excite in
him sexual desire. This incident is given in detail.

When Dhanvantari died Yama came to take possession of his
body, but Manasa fought him off.

MANAKAR AND DURGAVAR

The manuscripts, mutilated and fragmentary, of these two poets
have been collected from West Assam (Goalpara, Kamrup and

! Bangala Sahityer Itihas p. 782.
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Mangaldai districts) by Mr. Kiliram Medhi and edited by Dr. Birinchi
Kumar Barua and Mr. Satyendranath Sarma.! The poems as pub-
lished supplement each other : Manakar's story comes up to Manasa’s
first arrival at her father’s place, and Durgavar’s story starts with the
description of Cindo’s town Campéyali and runs up to the end of the
story. There are many gaps, especially in the latter. But the out-
line of the story can just be followed. The intervening episodes are
lacking in the manuscripts but they must have existed in the originai

or originals.

The connexion between the works of the two poets must have
been very close. Both of them scems to have referred to king
Visvasimha of Kamata (Coochbehar) and in almost identical terms.
Durgavar wrote also a poem on the Rama story,® and he has referred
to a person who had patronised him.? But nothing can be known
about Manakar except his name. The name is a very unusual one,
and it is possible that Manakar is a corruption for Manahar (Manohar).
The signaturc of a poet Manohar probably appears once in the
Manasamangala of Jivankrsn Maitra.?

“Pond’”’ (<<‘paduma’) the tadbhava form of the name Padma
occurs only in the poems of Manakar and Durgiavar. The name
‘““Bahura (Bahura) Brahmani’’ or simply ‘‘Bahura (Bahura)’’ is also
peculiar to the two poets. The namc ‘‘Byari’’ occurring in Bydri-
bhakti-tarangini by Vidyapati* seems to be a variant of ““Bahurd.”
““Bahura’’ probably meant ‘unattached, husbandless’, and in the saga
the goddess often appears as a brahman widow (‘‘bidhoya brahmani’’
—Durgavar). The name Totala is also there, and ‘‘Manasi’’ invari-
ably appears as ‘‘“Manasai.’”’ Manakar calls Manasa also as ‘‘Digam-
bari’’ (‘maked’). This is equivalent to Vipradasa’s ‘‘Nirvasini.”’

The story of the crecation is given in some dectail, and there are
some peculiarities. The first beings created by God were a pair of
birds, and they remind us of the first human couple Yama and
Yami in vedic lore. Manakar probably records a local tradition
when he makes Siva eat up the dead body of his father when it came

floating by.
mahe$vare tapasali kari ace yatha
bhasite bhasite mrtye cali gaila tatha.

! Published by Sri Harinarayan Dattabarua, Gauhati (1952).
2 Introduction (Assamese) p. 22.
3 This was Bahubal Sikdar. That he cannot be the poet's father (as the
editors suppose) is proved by the following reference (p. 118):
bahubal sikdar ye pofia suprasanne
cirailjivi hauk kavi durgavare bhane.
“ By the grace of Padm& may Bahubal Sikdar be very long-lived: so
says the poet Durgavar.’
4 ““manasamangal kavi manohar biracila. . .
8 Seq p. xxix.

»»
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-

‘Where Mahe$vara was doing penance the dead body carried by
the stream came there.’

Siva understood that it was the body of his father, and he poured
water from his conch shell into the mouth of the dead. Dharma came
to life and congratulated him for recognising the father, and then said,

mukh mela puti tor garbhe lafio vas |
‘Open thy mouth, son, and I will get myself inside thee.’

Then he gave Siva the charge of his wives Gangia and Durga.
Siva did as he was told. He married Gangia and put Durgi in an
iron box and let her adrift in the sacred river.

Manakar gives a folk-etymolcgical interpretation of the name

‘““Manasai’’:
mayaka dankiya haila manasidi nama

‘By biting the mother she came to be known as Manasii.’

This 1s the poet’s prescription for the worship of the goddess
(‘'Visahary’’):

matir bhari sijur dali pije barisar kale
‘An earthen pot, a twig of the Siju ; it is worshipped in the
rainy season.’

Sravana (July-August) 1s the month most sacred to Manasa and
so Manakar often calls his poem the Song of Sravan (‘‘$ravaner
git’’). Building of the mandapa (pavilion) was a part of the ritual ;
it reminds us of the connection of Manasd with the mythology of the
nigas as artificers. In this connection Manakar has used the word
Maraiya to mean Manasa.! This may be compared with ‘“‘Mattuva™
(=manduva?) inscribed as the name of Manasi in a stone image of
the goddess in North Bengal.? As the deity of the hecarth and home
(vedic vastospati) Manasi must have been known also as the deity of
mandapa.

The story of Siva from the building of his bull up to his marriage
with Durga (Parvati) is given in detail. Siva had laid a flower
garden, and Durgd when a very young girl visited it. There Siva
made love to her as Krsna did to Radha in the poem of Baru Candi-
dasa. The subsequent activity of Siva, viz. hankecring after the love
of Durga and calling her to meet him by playing on his flute and
Durg3 being eager to meet him, is also modelled after the Radha-
Krsna story. The father of Durga too bchaved like the relatives of
Radhia ; he was suspicious of his daughter’s conduct. Chastity of
Durga was put to rigorous tests. In the meantime Narida had informed
Ganga that her husband was regularly meeting Durga in the flower

1 “‘miitaiya-madali jagok jatek Darati (‘Let all devotee be ready in the
pavilion of the goddess’); cf. totali-mandap-kbini (p. 14). ‘‘Marai’’ is a hame

of the goddess current amount the Kacharis.
2 The inscription as read by Mr. S. K. Saraswati is °* Bhattini Mattuva’’

(Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal N.S. vol. 28, p. 181).
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garden. Gangd was angry. She called her sons Dadgur' and Maha-
nanda and asked them to drown Durgia as she would be crossing the
river on her way home. They tried and failed. Siva now appealed
to Gangi, and the latter, with the help of Narada, brought about
Siva’s marriage with Durga. The story then follows the familiar

track.

The story in Durgivar’s poem as we know it starts with a
description of Cando’s town Campayali-nagar which stood on the
Ganga. Cando’s wife Soneka was unhappy as they had no issue.
One day Dhanvantari the magic doctor (‘“‘ojhd’’) came down from the
north and beat his drum at the door of Cando’s house. Saneka
heard it and came to the door to inquire. She asked him what was
the deity he worshipped and what benefit did the deity bestow on
him. Dhanvantari replied that his deity was represented by a pot of
water and that if one would worship it with devotion one would get
children if childless and obtain freedom if in fetters. He also added
that if after the worship one takes a dip in the Ganga and utter the
words ‘‘Mother Madnasii’”’ one would obtain one’s heart’'s desire.
Soneka did as she was told but was still getting no children. She
then became desperate and wanted to put an end to herself by
drowning in the river. Ganga was informed of her intention by her
sons Dangur? and Mahananda. Ganga appeared before her and
assured her that she would bear six sons. The sons grew up and
were duly married. After a time Cando wanted to replenish his
treasury and made himself ready to start on a trading voyage. On
the day he would start his wife was to perform certain rituals by the
boats. A particular fish (‘‘magur’’) was needed for the ceremony.
To get it Sonekd went to the home of Sardiai the fisherwoman
(“‘keotani’’). There she saw the latter worshipping the sacred pot of
Manasa. After performing the ritual she started worshipping the pot
of Manasi at home. When she was thus occupied Cindo who was
already aboard ship sent a man to fetch his sword. The man saw
Soneka worshipping a strange deity and reported it to his master.
Cindo came home and kicked away the sacred pot. This was how
his enmity with the goddess started. When Cindo was away his sons
were bitten by snake. Dhanvantai was called. As he was coming
to save the boys his medicine was snatched away by Manasa in the form
of a kite. She then induced the doctor to go back home. The dead

1 Wrongly ‘‘Jangur’’ in the text. In Jagatjivan's text it is Dambur.
Dangur is the same as Dangar-sifii the deity of the boatman. The name
Dumurdaha, a village near Triveni, i reminiscent of Dambur-Dangur. Another
neighbouring village is Sijuyd (now Sije).

2 Printed ‘‘jangur’. .
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bodies were taken charge of by Netid.! On the return voyage the
twelve boats of Cando were sunk at ‘‘Kamkard Mohdn’’ (literally,
Crab Mouth of the river).

To kill Lakhindara Manasi appointed her husband the serpent
Ajagara.? By her massaging the serpent became slender as a thread so
that he could easily get into the sealed chamber. The snake bit
Lakhindara and was caught by Behuld, and in the raft she did not
forget to take the snake she had trapped. After passing through
many dangers and difficulties she came to the end of her route
but was finally despaired of success. She prepared a funeral
pyre for the remains of her husband and for herself as a suttee.
Before taking the last step she wanted to feed the peacock and
the ichnenmon she had brought with her with the snake that
had killed her husband. Manasa knew her thoughts and was
afraid for the life of her own husband. She at once sent Netala who
persuaded the girl from that act by promising to help her in bringing
her husband back to life. The only point in the rest of the story that
secms different from other versions is that Behuld on the return journey
was imprisoned by the toll-collector of a king. This episode is per-
haps connected with the episode of the Buraniyas in Vipradasa.

JIVANKRISHNA MAITRA

Jivankrsna belonged to the district of Baguri, and his poem
was written in 1744.) He secms to have largely drawn from Jagat-
jivan. Jivankrsna has tried to give his poem the appearance of
a Purana by making the sage Lomaga the narrator and the sage
Sanaka the auditor.® The following are other peculiarities in Jivan-
krsna’s poem.

The poison churned out of the sea was sipped by Siva. The
brushing from his lips the god entrusted to Viasuki who was to give it
to Manasa that was yet unborn. Vasuki wanted to get a share of the
ambrosia, but he was driven away by Garuda to the nether region
where he kept himself confined.

Manasi and Neti were born from the seed of Siva. Soon after
her birth in the nether region Manasi came up the lotus stalk to the
surface of Kilidaha to meet his father, without showing curtesy to

! Here mentioned as *‘Dhubuni’, later as ‘Netalid'’ (printed ‘‘netana’’)
or ‘‘Netald dhubuni.’’ ‘Netald’ may have resulted from the combination
‘Neta’ + ‘Totala’.

2 According to Jivankrsna Jaratkiru by Manasd's curse turned into the
serpent Manindga or Maniraj.

3 Edited by Mr. Sambthu Chandra Chaudhuri, M.A. and printed (but nct
vet published) by Calcutta University. Mr. Chaudhuri, an old pupil of mine,
kindly placed at my disposal the file of the printed formes. Sce Bdngdld Sdhityer
Itihas p 782f.

4 ““lomaSe kahens katha sanakera sthane.”’

D
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her maker-father Vasuki. At this the latter cursed her and the god-
dess lost an eye.

Manasia and Netd, hidden in the flower basket, were taken home
by Siva. Neti escaped from the wrath of Candi but Manasi could
not. The two girls settled on Sijuya Hill, but before that Manasa
had been married to Jaratkaru who also obtained Neti as dowry.
When Jaratkiru was temporarily absent from home the girls met the
sage Astavakra who was smittecn by love for Manasa. Manasi sent
to the sage Neta as her substitute, and the result was the birth of
Netd’s son Dhana or Dhanafijaya. Returning home Jaratkaru saw
his wife nursing the infant and in disgust he left the place for good.
Before he left he was mollified enough to arrange for the birth of

Manasa’s son Astika. Manasa did not like her husband’s attitude.
She put on this curse on him:

yadi hai pativrata $unaha amar katha
sarpa haina thakiba duar.
‘If I am a loyal wife, listen to my words, you shall become a
serpent and keep my door.’

The name Behulid also appears as ‘“‘Bephula’’ and ‘‘Belali.’’ The
latter may be a mistake for ‘“‘Benani’’ (‘Beniya girl’). The perma-
nent residence of Manasa and Netd is mentioned as ‘‘Mayana-pur’’ or
““Maindka-pur’’ (‘City of the Dead’). Neta is called Netai as well.

D. THE BiHARI VERSION

The Bihari version' does not bear any signature ; it belongs to
folk poetry. The might have been partly indigenous but there is no
doubt that the influence of Bengali is considerable.? The version is
closely connected wth that of North Bengal. The peculianties of the
Bihart version are noted below.

Only the Cando-Lakhindara-Behula is rccounted. One or two
other episodes have been incorporated as part of the main story, and
the rest are ignored. Manasa here are five sisters. This has
been brought about by conceiving individuality for five of the
usual names of the goddess, after the analogy of the five water
nymphs (paiicapsaras). The five sisters are: Maina Visahari, Dotola
Bhavini,* Devi Visahari, Jayid Visahari and Paduma Kumiari. Neto
(here Netuld) plays a very minor role in the story. Maina (literally,
‘deadly’) is the leader of the pentad.

Mahadeva (i.e. Siva) and Parvati lived in a temple (matha) in
the town of Kokoldpur, and Siva usually had his bath in a lake there

} Bihuld-kathd (or Bisahari-caritra) revised by Gamgulamlil, Patna.
2 See Bangald Sahityer Itihas i p. 115.
8 “‘Dotola’’ apparently corresponds to ‘“Totala’’ of the North Bengal version.
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known as Sonidaha. One day when he was dipping in the lake he
.shed five strands of hair, which became attached to five lotus flowers
and brought forth the five sisters of Manasi. They sported for twelve
years in the lotus lake (‘“Kamaladaha’’) and then dived down to
Vasuki to know the particulars about themselves. Vasuki told
them that their spiritual parents (‘‘dharam ke baba,”” ‘‘dharam ke
mai’’) were Siva and Parvati. They came up to Soniadaha and
hid themselves in lotuses. Siva plucked the flowers, took them home
and sat in meditation. In the meantime Pirvati’s kitchen work was
over and the flowers drew her attention. The five sisters came out
and accosting her as their mother run up to her.  Pirvati thought
they were her husband’s inamorata and she threw a log at them to
drive them away. It struck Maina Visahari at the cycbrow and she
made the thread-like snake { ‘satoya nag’’) bite her. Parvati fell down
and Siva rushed to help her.  When he could not revive her he called
in the occultist (““mantri’’) Keso (<< Kedava). With a pot filled with
water Keso started his incantations. But Visabari by her magic power
(““tond’’) dricd up the pot and Keso admitted defeat. Then the five
sisters appeared bcfore Siva, and at his pitcous entreaties Devi Visahari
and Dotola Bhavani through occult process brought their spiritual
mother back to life. In return Siva assured them worship in the mortal
world and especially in the house of the merchant Cando wherc the
thirty-three crores of gods and goddess all had been receiving wor-
ship. With diffidence they came to Cando in Caupai-nagar. Candc
refused catcgorically to worship them who were one-ecyed and frog-
eaters (“kani benga-khiuki,”” as iIn Jivankrsna). They approached
Cando’s wife Sonika who was ithen doing the auspicious rites for the
starting of the merchant’s boats on a trading voyage. They asked her
to worship Maina Visahari, but before they could get a reply Cando
came there and scared them away. They took themselves to the
residence of Indra and begged him to place at their disposal Hanuman
and his dancer. Indra acquiesced. They come back to Cindo,
again put forward the same request and received the same rebuke.
They threatecned dire consequences and retired.

The merchant set sail for the port of Lankd. When the fleets
reached Triveni the five sisters Manasa appeared and gave Cando
another chance to revise his decision. Then they sent Hanuman who
made, but in vain, the same request on behalf of the thirtythree crores
of gods and goddesses. @ Hanumin, at the instance of the sisters,
then sank all the boats and his six sons at Triveni. Cando was spared
for the future worship of the scrpent goddesses. Hanuman threw him
up on land and then approaching him in the guise of a Gorakhiya
mendicant told him that Mainia Visahari was responsible for his mis-
fortune and that she could be appeascd by worship. But it was of no
-avail. Lakhindara and Behuli were born and were duly married (as
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roughly in the Bengali versions but in greater detail in some respects.
The affair of Lakhindara with Kau$alya—here Kodila—is also mention-
ed.) The couple came to Caupai-nagar and passed the night in a steel
chamber. Manasa scnt first Dhora and then Dhamana but both the
snakes returned baffled. Dotolda Bhavani then advised consultation
with Netula (i.e. Neto). They came to the land of the mortals and
Netula advised them to go to Siva and beg from him three gifts: (1)
the four stars (that cause rain), (2) the carton of sleep and (3) the
serpent Maniyar. The gifts were soon secured, but Maniyar, bcing a
python living in Dhavalagiri, was an unmanageable proposition. The
serpent asked the five sisters to massage him with certain medicines
which reduced him te a slender thread. With the help of the rainy
stars and the carton of sleep the sisters Visahari managed to get Mani-
yar into the steel chamber, Cando ordered the dead body of Lakhin-
dara to be removed by a Dom who had to return home disappointed.
Cando then sent Dhana (herc Dhannd) to Dhanvantari (here Dhanottar)
for resuscitating Lakhindara. The five sisters had him bitten fatally by
snakes but not before he could prescribe the medicine which how-
ever was snatched away by Maina Visahari in the form of a hawk.
Dhana returned to his guru, who before he died had told hun to dispose
of his body in a way that would bring Lakhindara back to lifc. Here
also the five sisters proved too much for him. Behuld was determined
to take her husband’s body to the domain of Indra and there to pro-
pitiate Manasa and bring her husband and his brothers back to life.
An iron box (‘‘loha ka mamjosa’’) was made for her by Vi$vakarmai,
and she started her hazardous journey from ‘‘Gokul-ganga Ghat.”
The adventures described follow the usual pattern with minor varia-
tions. Behula reached Netuli’s ‘‘ghdt’’, and she saw Netula kill her son
and husband and then finish her washing. Behuld cast magic spell
so that Netula could not bring back her son and husband to conscious-
ness. Behula now approached her and called her aunt. At Netuld’s
request Behula countermanded her magic, and Netula took her to
Mayana-nagar. Behuld’s dance pleased the gods and Manasa was
induced to relent. Behula brought first the heads of the dead bodies
of her husband’s brothers from the demoness Tundi (‘‘tundi rakasin’’)
and then leaves from the plant of life (‘‘jili gachi’’) from Mount
Hemant (i.e. Himavant). Netula joined the bones and Maina Visa-
hari brought them to life. Behuld started on her return journey with
her husband and his brothers and with the twelve boats (including the
crew) lost by Cando. The gods then left Mayana-nagar, and at once
it turned into a weedy wilderness. Behula made her husband to pay
five gold pieces to Netula as tips. The end of the story is as usual.

The story of Cando, Lakhindara and Behulda was known in Mithila
in the fifteenth century as it is referred to in Byadibhakiitarangini by
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Vidyapati.'. It i1s quite likely that this Vidyapati is the same as the
famous vernacular poet of Mithila. The manner of Manasi worship
prescribed 1n this treatise is very much similar to the practice in Bengal.
The popular narrative songs of Visahari and Mangalacandika are men-
tioned (laukikausadha-mantradayo visaharimangalacandikagitidayas$-
ca te ca prastddha lokavadah yatha . . .).

E. THE MODERN VERSIONS

Of the middle Bengali religions narrative poems Manasamangala
has held its own till the very last. For this rcason there has not
been a lack of new authors of such poetry even up to the close of the
last century. Mention may be made of Manasamangala by Jagamohan
Mitra (1844), by Kaliprasanna Bandyopidhyny (1860), by Kusa- (or
Kusala) dev Pal (1869), by Radhanath Ray-chaudhuri of Sylhet (died
1882), by Caitanyadas Mondal of Manbhum (1881) and by Mahecga-
candra Das De (1882). The last two works enjoyed good popularity.
The seventh edition of Caitanyadas’s poem has been published in 1950.

6. Tue MyTH

Likc all old myths the Manasa myth is of primitive origin and
of complex nature. It had been absorbing other myths and legends
until it grew up into an elaborate narrative of an epic stature some-
time before the fifteenth century. The narrative story is peculiar to
Bengal, but Bengal need not be reckoned as the place of the origin
of the myth, although there is little doubt the myth and the cult (or
cults) connected with Manasa belonged, in historical times, to Northern
and Eastern India. The most ancient strands in the texturc of the
Manasa story point out uncrringly to vedic mythology and late vedic
esoteric practicc, and Manasa is built up on several vedic deities and
defiecd or semi-defied concepts such as Usas and Nakti, the Advins,
Soma, Gandharva and Apsaras, Sri and Sarasvati, Ariayi and Nirrti.
The concept of the Kamboja girl from the hills appears in late vedic,
and herein we find a connection with the north-eastern hill tract of
Bengal, the land of the Komc, Mec and other Bodo tribes. The so-
called ‘‘non-Aryan’’ element thercfore was alrcady incorporated in the
early myth of Manasa.

The myth and the cult of Manasa are inextricably mixed up together.
It may be pointed out here that Manasa is a dual deity: the goddess
of life, cure and prosperity, and the demoness of death, decay and mis-
fortune. Although Manasa had assumed the personalities and func-
tions of both deities at an early stage in the development of the myth

1 Known in a fragmentary manuscript copy in possession of Dacca Univer-
sity (MS No. K 531 I) ; see the article by Mr. G. C. Basu (Ncw I'ndian Antiquary
vii p 48ff). The treafise is written in Sanskrit.
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the second deity, playing a-very much minor fiddle to the first in the
story as we have it now, has not entirely lost its personality and name.
She is Neto, the sister, friend, philosopher and guide of Manasa in the
Middle Bengali versions of the saga. An examination of the names
of Manasi and Neto is helpful in unravelling the various elements in
the jumble of the myth and the cult connected with Manasa.

MANAsSA, It is the name in commonest usc. There is not the slightest
rcason to take it as a borrowing from Dravidian. The masculine name
Manasa occurs in RV 5. 44. 10 (according to Siyana), and Manasa-
devi, the full form of the namc of the goddess, is cited by Candra-
gomin as the illustration of an aphorism of his grammar (manaso namni
5. 26, corresponding to Panini's manaso samjiayam 6. 3. 4). Manasa,
as the name of the poison-removing deity, occurs, together with allied
names, in the following incantation occurring in a Buddhist text the
manuscipt copy of which belongs to the sixth century.!

amale vimale nirmale manase mahimanase acyule adbhulc
mukte itvaie raksa svilim sarvopadravebhyal svihda.

‘O thou speakless, clean, pure, Manasa, grcat Manasa (or, high-
minded), immovable, wonderous, O Jivata, keep svasti from all
harms. Hail!’

Mahdamanas as an epithet of the victorious gods occurs in RV 10.
103. 9. Manasa as the name of a celestial nymph is not unknown in
Sanskrit literature. The namec. is obviously connected with manas
‘mind’, and it does not exclude other connotations of the verb man
‘think’. The malevolent power of Rudra, his wrath and jealousy, is
almost personified in mand, a cognate of manyu, in RV 2. 33. 5:

havimabhir havale Yo havirbhir
dva stomecbhi rudrdam disiya
rdiuddrah suhdvo ma’ mo asvydi
babhruh susipro riradhan mandayai.

‘“Rudra who is called on with invocations and with oblations,
I would appease with songs of praise ; may he the compas-
sionate, easy to invoke, ruddy brown, fair-lipped, not subject
us to that jealously of his.”” (A. A. Macdoncll).

This prayer could well have been uttered by Cando of our story
against the attacks of Manasa.

. Mana as a deity features in Kausika-s#ira 13. 15. 4 (manaya:
lantum prathamam pasyet).

In the Middle Bengali Manasa saga the rival deities are Manasi
and Candi (although in the earlier form of the story the rivalry seems
to have been between Manasia and Siva), and they have between them

1 Mahamayiri Vidyad formula in the Gilgit text of Vinayavastu (edited by
Dr. N. Dutt) vol. iii.
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shared thc name and the character of vedic Manda. The name has
becn inherited directly by Manasi and indirectly—being substituted
by a synonym—by Candi. On the other hand the character—wrath
and jealousy, the terrible projection of Rudra’s mind (ghora manaso
visystth)—has been shared to a greater extent by Candi and to a lesser
extent by Manasa. In our story Manasi has her wrathful moments
when one of her cyes would flash death and she is never deliberately
hostile to her step-mother Candi, but the latter has never a good word
for her, and it was Candi that had poisoned the mind of Cindo against
Manasa.

PApDMA (PADMAVATI). This name of the goddess has always bcen
very popular in North and East Bengal where the Manasa poems are
invariably called Padmdi-puran. This name reveals the original
connection between the goddess of fortune (Sri, Laksmi, Kamala) and
the queen of the serpents. In Jaina literature the queen of the
serpents 1s called Paumavai (Padmavali) and she is the consort of the
tortoisc decmon (Kamathisura). Kamala is a synonym of Padma both
as Laksmi and as Manasa. A particular form of Manasa image shows
the goddess riding an elephant. In this form she was called Gaja-
laksmi (originally perhaps a Nagalaksmi’).

The name Padma has come from padma ‘lotus’. According to
thec Manasa saga the goddess is called Padma as she was conceived in
a lotus, and this phenomenon is not without a vedic parallel.? There
is also the significance of lotus for the water cult connected with
Gandharvas and Apsarases as implied in the Virij hymn in AV
8. 15. 5, 6:

sodakrawmat sa gandharvapsarasa dagacchat. tam gandharva-
psarasa upahvayania punvagandha ehili. lasyas cilrarathah
sauryavarcaso vatsa asit puskaraparnam pdiram.

‘She went away and she came to the Gandharvas and Apsarases.
The Gandharvas and Apsarases welcomed her saying, ‘Sweet-
scented, come.” To her Citraratha the son of Siiryavarcas
became the calf and lotus leaf the (milking) pot.’

From the standpoint of fragrance an allied deity Sugandha (or
Gandhedvari) was evolved. Sugandhi is mentioned as an attendant of
Manasd in some versions of the Manasa saga.

KETAKA. It is one of the oldest names of the goddess but now
almost forgotten. It points to her earlier history when she was the
daughter and spouse of the primeval god Dharma. Dharma died and
was cremated by his three sons Brahma, Vispu and Siva. As desired
by his departed father Siva married his mother Ketakd who became

! Naga means ‘serpent’ as well ‘elephant.’
2 See Notes p. 295.
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later known as Candi.! Apparently the name was reserved for Manasd
who is hinted to have had incestuous relation with her father. Ketaka-
is perhaps connected with vedic kela ‘desire, will,” a synonym of
manas.

VISAHARI (Visahari). It is the oldest name of the deity as the per-
soniiied occult knowledge of poison cure. The word offers two etymo-
logies, trom wvisa-dhara ‘carrying poison’ and from visa-hara ‘remov-
ing poison.” The first etymology is applicable to the role of Manasa
as the queen of the serpents (n4ga) and the custodian of their poison
(‘visadhitri’). The second etymology fits Manasa indirectly as the
life-giving deity, the custodian of Soma and directly as the remover
of poison. Visahari, the deified occult knowledge of poison removal,
appears for the first time in Mahabharaia:*

ity uktva srtikyd devas tam prasadya prajapatim
praddad visaharim uvidyam kasSyapaya mahdimane.

‘Saying this the creator god honoured the lord of beings and
gave the poison removing knowledge to the high-souled Kasyapa
(to be reared as a girl).’

That this Visahari vidya® was no other than our Manasa can be
inferred from her ongin in the hands of the creator god.

JARATKARU. It is a name (patronymic) of Manasi and also the
namec of her husband in the Mahdbharata story as well as in the
Bengali saga. The identity of the names of the husband and wife is
explained in the Mahdbhirata (1. 46. 18) as a condition of marriage
insisted on by the old celebate that was extremely unwilling to marry.

mama Ranya sandmni va bhaiksyavaccoditéa bhavet

bhareyam caiva yam ndaham tam me kanyam prayacchala.
‘You may give away, as free gift, that girl to me who shall have
the same name as mine and whom I will not maintain.’

- The similarity between the names, strengthened by this condition
and fusther supported by the immaculate conception of Manasi
strongly suggests that the marriage of Manasa was an after thought.
The anthropomorphic character of the deity as revealed in the Bengali
saga 1s that of a young woman unfettered by wedlock and always
mentioned as such (kumdri), and this is in full agreement of her origin
as a water nymph (apyd yosa or apsaras). It is also reminiscent of
her unsavoury past.

The name Jaratkaru is sufficiently old, as evidenced by the patro-
nymic Jaratkarava in Sankhydayana-aranyaka (7. 20), and 1is pro-

1 >ce Bangala Sahityer Itihds i p. 504.

2 Calcutta (Bangabasi) edition 1.20.10.

* Parsonified vidyds later come to be known as Vidyadharis, a class of
celestial nymphs.
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perly applicable to Manasd’s maker-father the Old Artificer, ‘‘vrddha
nirmani’’ of the Bengali saga and Twvaslr or Vastospati of RV. In
another sense Jaratkarw signified ‘old singer’ or ‘old priest’, as in RV
2. 68. g ab:

esd syd Rarwur jarate sukidir
dgre budhind usdsam sumdnmdg

“This is the singer that, waking before the dawns and having
good thought, offers praise to you (i.e. the Advins) with fair
hymns,’

Jaratkdaru the husband of Manasi is an old sage belonging to a
Yaydvara or itinerant clan,' and he is perhaps a transformation of the
old sage Cyavana in RV, whom the Advins made young and married
to a young girl.

yuvdm cydvanam asvina jdarantam
punar yiuvanam cakrathur Sdcibhih.®

‘“You two () Asvins, restored the old man Cyavina back to
youthtulness, by your powers.’

KANTI. This is a pejorative name of Manasa in the Bengali saga.
The usual meaning of the word in Bengali is ‘one-eyed’, and this sense
is partly responsible for the cpisode of Manasa’s loss of an eyz2 in a
scufflec with Candi. Manasa partly represents the evil spirit of ill luck
as personified in RV 10. 155. 1 a:

drayi kamne vikate girim gaccha sadanve

‘Ariayl, onc-eyed, dreadtul, ally of demons, do thou fly back to
the hills.’

Another origin of the name is also likely. It may be a deriva-
tive of Karnika the name of an apsaras, also occurring in Kalakarmika
or Kalakarni, a name of personified ill luck.

The name Kani occurs with the epithet ‘‘Cengamuri’’ in some West
Bengal versions of the saga but not in the poem of Vipradasa.
Attempt has been made to show ‘‘cenigamuri’’ as a disguised form of
Telugu jemmudu, and the Aryan and the Dravidian words are belicved
to mean the plant sacred to Manasad (euphorbia nivulia). The Dravi-
dian word does not signify that plant and there is nothing to connect
the Bengali word with any plant. It must not be forgotten that the
term in Bengali is purely abusive. As the word does not occur in the
oldest, fullest and best version of the saga it is reasonable to suppose
that the word is of purely Bengali origin. Moreover more than one
easy explanations in Bengali are available. The word ‘‘cenga”™
signified bamboo (as in modern Bengali ‘‘cengiri’’ ‘wicker basket’,
““‘cenga-doli’’, ‘hanging by bamboo pole’), and the verb ‘mur (mor)

1 Mahdbhdarata 1.13.11.

2 RV 1.117.13ab.

B
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signifies ‘wrapping’. The ctompound word would thus mean, together
with the other meaning of ‘‘kani’’ ‘rag, dirty or torn cloth’, ‘(con-
temptible as) the rag shrouding (a dead body carricd suspended by)
a bamboo pole’. Another meaning of the name or appellation,
depending on ‘‘ceniga’’ meaning ‘young lad’ and “‘mur’ (<<munda)
‘remove, destroy’, is ‘destroyer of youngmen’. This also fits the
activity of Manasa against Cando.

JAacuLl (JANGULI). It is the lecast known name of the goddess,
and in the Bengali saga it occurs only in Vipradasa’s poem. As a
name of Manasa it appears in the ritualistic treatises on Dharma
worship.! As the deified occult knowledge of poison cure the name
however is well-known in tantric Buddhism of Eastern India.? She
is described as a Savara girl from the hills and thus represents the
Kirata girl of AV 10. 4. 14:

Rairdttha Rumarika saki khanal bhesajam
hwranyayibhir abhribhir girindm upa sdinusu.

‘The Kirata girl she is Jdigging for medicine with golden shovels
in the slopes of the hills.’

The Savara or Kirata girl phase of Manasi appears in the Bengali
saga momentarily, when the goddess is approached at-her hill station
by Narada on behalf of Candi. In Bengali incantations against snake
poison Manasa (and often Candi too) is mentioned as ‘‘Hari-Jhi’’ ‘the
daughter of a man of the sweeper caste’. This reminds us of the
poison cure deity mentioned in AV (5. 13. 8 ab) as the daughter of the-
black barbarian Urugtla: wrugiliydi duhita jata dasi asiknya.

The name Kurukulld® belonging to an important lantric Buddhist
goddess controlling snakes and snake venom, appears as a disguised

derivative of the wvedic name Urugula which is itself a borrowing
from Akkadian.

The possessor of Janguli vidyd was known as sangulika or
jangalika, and from the mention by Bana in Harsacarita it appears
that a jangulika or poison doctor belonged to the regular retinue of
a king or royal prince. Janguli and jangulika are probably connected
with jangala ‘arid land’. In vedic mantras against snake poison a
reference is often made to the poison being rendered sapless (arasa) by
sending it away to the desert land (dkanvan). The words may have
connection also with jangida, one of the most potent remedies against
poison and other ills, eulogized in some hymns in AV,

Jacari. This name of Manasi occur only in the West Bengal
poems. The name Jagatgauri is also peculiar to them, and Manasia

1 Sez Dharmapnijavidhana edite@ Ly Nanigopal Bandyopadhyay, p. 97f.
2 Sadhanamala edited by Dr. B. Bhattacharya, 106, 117, 118, 120-122.
3 Ibid. 171-174, 180, 181, 18s.
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1s still worshipped under the name Jagatgauri in some parts of West
Bengal. Watchfulness is a characteristic activity of Manasa, and it is
more than probable that jigrati (present participle feminine of jagy)
1s the source of Jagati. Vipradasa’s interpretation of the name Jaguli
confirms this derivation.' Jagatgauri is really Jagati-gauri. Gauri
here is a name of the goddess in her character as Soma, Vik or a
water nymph.?

ToraLA (TororA). This name of Manasd occurs only in the
North Bengal, Assamcse and Bihari versions of the saga. The name
15 obviously conpected with Tutiara, a name of the tantric Mahayina
goddess Tara (gencrally occurring in the formula ome ta@re tuttare lure
hum phat) and appears sapskritised into Tvaritd in taniric Brah-
manism.?

BrauMANI. It 1s a name of the goddess found in almost all ver-
sions. It i1s reminiscent of the vedic story of Prajapati and his
daughter. In late puranic lore Sarasvati is the wife of Brahmi, and
Sarasvati is but another phase of our deity.

NETO (NETA). This the name of the deity that appears to play a
secondary role in the saga but in fact is the main power that operated
behind Manasa. In the carliest form of the story that can be recon-
structed though vaguely Neto was the real antagonist of Cando who
was backed by his tutelary deity Sugandha (or Gandhe$vari), an aspect
of the goddess Padma. The main function of Neto in the saga is to
give advice to Manasa as to how some persons could be killed and
when that was done to take charge of the dead bodies. This reminds
us of the Rgvedic imagery of death as the lap (#pasiha) of Nirrti. Neto
thercfore represents vedic Nirrti, and the derivation of the Bengali
name from the vedic is linguistically probable. The Middle Bengali
writers could think of but two derivations of the name, netra ‘eye’,
and netra (nakta) ‘a picce of cloth’, and their accounts of the origin of

Neto follow these derivations.*

Of the human protagonists in the saga two are the most impor-
tant, Cando and Behulda. The name Cando is probably connected
with soma, a common synonym of which is candra. Cando’s priest
is Somai, and the name of his wife Sanakid or Sonekid also is possibly
connected with soma.® The name Behuli (Bihari Bihulid) is probably
the tadbhava form of vidhuré ‘a bercaved girl, a widow, a forlorn
woman.’ This name or appellation also belonged to Manasd ; the

1 “'jagiya jaguli nama’’ (p. 3).

3Cf. RV 1. 164. 41a: gaurir mimaya salilani laksati.

3 See Agni-purana (Bangabasi edition) chapter 309f ; Saraddtilaka patala ro.
4 See Notes p. 296f. 5 From ‘Somaka’?
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name Bahuri (Bahuda) occurring in the Assarnese version is connected
with this.! ‘Byadi’ in Vidyapati’s treatise probably indicates a
contamination betwecen ‘bahuda’ and vydla.

7. THE CuULTS

The following cults of varying antiquity underlic the cults now asso-
clated with Manasa and with the magic practices in snake-bite cure.

A. The drink cults: Soma (Amrta), Sura and Visa ;

B. The water cults: Running water, Whirling water, and
the Vessel ;

C. The animal cults: Horse, Boar, Bird, Ichneumon, Shell,
Monkey, Serpent (mdga), and Elephant ;

). The plant cults: Lotus, Watcr-weed, Palmyra, and Sija.
E. The pillar cult.

(1) THE CuLT OF SOMA (AMRTA)

The cult of Soma started in the Indo-Iranian period if not earlier.
In Iranmian tradition and also in Indian Soma (Iranian Hauma) is hill-
dwelling, specific for all ills, and master of sccret knowledge (Avestan
vaedyapatti). He is the smiter of the ILvil that finds shelter deep under
the earth. Also like the goddess of the serpents Soma originated from
the drop in the water sped by the falcon (apsu drapso vavrdhe Syena-
jictak RV 8. 9. 2a). Soma removes the poison of snakes (agair visam
aher niradhat somo mniranayit|dawmstaram anvagad visam ahivr amrla

AV 4. 10. 26 be).

As a remover of poison Soma is closely associated with Rudra, and
also with the twin gods of succour, the Asvins who originally belonged
to the cult of madhuw (‘honey’).? Soma is also called the Gandharva
and is protected by gandharvas. Soma is the master of plants (AV

6, 96. 1).

(11) THE CULT OF SURA

The cult of Sura (distilled drink) is of vedic origin, and from the
beginning there was an opposition between the Soma and Sura cults.
As opposed to Soma which belongs to the high (heaven or hill) Sura
belongs to the low (bottom of the earth or sea). Sura is associated
with the divine artificer Tvastr and his son Visvariipa. @ The latter

1 Durgavar nnce calls his poem ‘‘poiia behuli mangala’ (p 110) ; Behuli
here appear rot to refer to Behuld but to Manasi.

2 As in some versions of the Manasi saga the swan-borne chariot of the
twin deities of succour is once mentioned in RV (4. 45. 4ab). See pp. x-xi.
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possessed three mouths to take in Soma, Surd and food (anna) respec-
tively. Vidvaruipa was killed by Indra. Somec antagonism of the
Soma drinkers against the imbibers of Suri is reflected in RV also.
Varuna, who in Puranic tradition was sent down to the bottom of the
ocean and made the master of Sura,! is invoked to pardon sin commit-
ted under the influence of surd an< its concomitants (na sa svo dakso
varuna dhrulih sa sura manyur vibhidako acittih 7. 86. 6 ab). The
post-vedic cults of Naga worship and Dhanvantari are the last develop-
ment of the cult of Sura. Its association with Varuna? still persists in
some rites of Dharma worship in West Bengal.

(m) THE Cultr oF Visa

The cult of Visa (pernicious drink) originated in the late vedic
period and is assoclated with Rudra in a late hymn of RV (kesi visasya
patrena vad rudrenapibal saha 10. 136. 7 cd.). 1t is also indicated
that the followers of the cult of Visa wore long or matted hair (ke$in).
Cando’s matted hair may bc remembercd in  this connection. In
another late hymn Agni is invoked to burn to death the crafty demons
(visena bhangurdvalak prali sma raksaso daha 10. 87. 23 ab). The
contrast between the sweet (Soma or Madhu) and the strong drink
(Visa) appears in the following verse in RV (6. 47. 1):

svadus kiayam madhuman uwlayan
livralh Rilayam rasavan utayam
ulo nvasya papivamsam indram
na kascana sahale ahavesu.

‘This is indeed sweet and this is full of honey ; this is indeed
strong and this is full of sap (rasa). And when Indra has
drunk of it no one can resist him in battles.’

The connection of the Visa cult with the serpent cult was already
established when the Virij hvmn of AV (8. 10) was written. The
mention of alibu-pdtra in this connection is interesting. The gourd
shell bowl is still used by Bauls and other followers of esoteric cults,
who bear other resemblances with the kesins of the late vedic Visa

cult.

(iv) THE CULT OF RUNNING WATER (STREAM)

The cult of running water (d@pas) has points of contact with the
cult of Soma. Soma is the lord of flowing strcams. He is the Gan-
dharva and the streams the Apsarases. Before the close of the vedic
period a river (or river in general) Sarasvati was deified as a goddess

! Varuni became a synonymn of suvd.
2 AV 18. 1. 48.
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of plenty. The healing -powcr of running water is mentioned frequent-
ly in vedic literature.? Running water takes away decay and ill luck.?

(v) THE CuLt oF WHIRLING WATER (PooL)

As contrasted to the cult of running water the cult of whirling
water corresponded to the cult of Visa. In the Manasi saga the
domain of Neto (vedic Nirrti) lay deep down under the whirlpool of
Kalidaha, and in the vedic lore whirling water is perhaps the ‘fierce
water’ (var ugram) indicating snake poison in AV. 10. 4. 3, 4. In the
myths connected with the post-vedic Naga cult the serpent leaders
often have their domains under the pools of the river Yamuna.

In Bengal young unmarricd girls (up to their early ieens) used
to worship daily in the month of Vaisakha (April-May) the Pool of
Yama (‘Yama-pukur’) for obtaining well becing of their near and
dear ones. This custom is still prevalent in remoter villages. The
mention of “*yamada  puskerani’’ in an carly inscription from
Mathura (cf. Epigraphia Indica ix p. 247) indicates an old history
for this worship. Niigas are the presiding deity of sacred pools and
tanks and they also are possessors of wealth. In some parts of
Burdwan district the worship of ‘Yama-pukur’ (with effigies of a
jackal and a water lizard on its bank) forms a part of the elaborate

ritual of the annual Manasa worship.®

(vi) THE CuLt oF THE VESSEL (Cup AND PoT)

The beginning of the cult of the vessel appears in the vedic
referecnce to the cup (or cups) of Tvastr the guardian of Soma.*
This cup of ambrosia (emria, Soma) was later associated with the
cult of the Niagas and of Dhanvantari.

The cult of the pot is also associated with Soma. The white
pitcher of Soma (svela kalasa RV. 9. 74. 8 a) became a symbol of
protection and cure, and Tvastr was the guardian of the pitcher.?
The cult of the white pitcher has continued since.

Apart from the Niga and Dhanvantari figures dating from the
Kushan to the Gupta period the earliest symbol of worship of the
goddcss of plenty, succour and cure is the pot. From the tenth or the
eleventh century votive representations of the goddess of serpents
came into vogue, but here also the pot was an invariable and often
the most important feature of the sculptures. The pot is topped

' E.g. apo visvasya bhesajih AV 3. 7. 5¢; 6. 91. 3 ¢. apas tal sarvarm
niskaran bLhisajint subhisakliamdh AV 6. 24. 48 cd.

¢ apo nudanlu nivytimm pardcaih AV 6. 124. 2 d.

3 For this information I am indebted to Mr. Kalipada Sinha, M.A.

4 tvasi@a mdyd ved apasam apastamo bibhrat patrd devapdnagni Santamd
RV 9 4. 6 ab.

5 somena piirnava kalasam bitharsi lvastd rapananm janitd pasanam AV 9.
4. 6 ab.
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by a full-blown lotus or by a twig of Sija, or by hooded snakes.
The first shows the bountiful aspect of the goddess and the Iast
the terrific. The practice of worshipping both kinds of the pot (‘‘bari’ )
still continues in some parts of West Bengal.* One kind of pot is
filled with water and is topped by a Sija twig, but the other kind is
empty and topped with one or more figures of hooded snakes.

Vipradasa has referred to the worship of the sacred pot in pair.
This was also a common practice in the eleventh century and carlier.
One pot represented Padmia the goddess of plenty and succour, and
the other stood for Neto the deity of calamity and decease.

(vii) THE CuLt OF THE HORSE

The cult of the white snake-killing horse Paidva is vedic. It
was so called as it was given to Pedu by the Asvins.®* Soma i3 once
compared to Paidva.®* In puranic mythology Paidva became Indra’s
horse Uccaihsravas and is heard of no more, except perhaps as the
deity Hayagriva.

(viil) THE CULT OF THE BoAR

The cult of the boar as a poison removing deity or agent started
with Rudra the healer imagined as the ruddy boar of heaven.* The
boar i1s mentioned in the following incantation in AV 8. #. 23

varaho veda virudham mnakulo veda bhesajim
sarpa gandharva yd vidus ld asmda avase huve.

‘The boar knows the plant and the ichneumon knows the herb;
what the snakes and the Gandharvas know 1 invoke for our

protection.’

As a cult icon the boar appears in the palmyra capital from
Pawaya.®

(ix) THE CULT OF THE DIRD

The story of Soma as brought down to the gods by the falcon

is well-known in vedic literature. In later mythology and cult th.e
falcon ($yema) became the divine bird Garuda the sworn enemy of his

1 In the region where the districts of Hooghly and Bankura meet. Fou
this information I am indebted to Mr. Anilbaran Das, 1B3.A.

2RV 1. 116. 9; 1. 177. 9. AV 710. 4. 3 5-7.

3 paidvo na hi tvam ahindmnndm hantd visvasydasi soma dasyol.
88. 4 cd.

s divo vardham arusam kapardivan: lvesam ripar: namasid ni hvaydmdite
haste bibhvad bhesaja vdryawi S$arma varma cchardir asmabhyam yarisat

RV 1. 114. 5. |
5§ Now in the Archaeological Museum, Gwalior ; see plate a.

RV .
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step-brothers the serpents. In a later phase of the cult Garuda becarme
identified with Rudra.!?

Garuda is the bird of heaven. The birds of the earth and of the
waters (in the magic cult of poison cure) are the peacock and the
water fowl respectively. Both feature in vedic incantations? as well
as in later tradition up to the present day.

(x) THE CULT OF THE ICHNEUMON

The ichneumon is mentioned with the boar in AV, 8. 7. 23 (cited
above). It is mentioned in Bengali incantations for cure of snake-bite.
The antagonism of the animal against the snake is well known. In
some versions of the Manasa saga the peacock and the ichneumon are
mentioned as potent guards against snake-bite.

(x1) THE CULT OF THE SHELL

The conch shell affording protection from the snakes is implied in
the Jaratkdru episode in the Manasid saga. As a potent remedy for
all ill it i1s invoked in AV 4. 10. In three hymns of AV (2. 4; 19.
34, 35) jangida is invoked as such. The word probably means the
mollusc or the mollusc shell. In some parts of West Bengal the mol-
lusc and the water weed form auspicious items in the marriage
rite.®

(xii) THE CULT OF THE MONKEY

The cult of the monkey is a transmutation of the cult of the bird
(Garuda), and the existence of this cult is to be inferred from some
Bengali incantations against snake-bite.

(x1i1) THE CULT OF THE SERPENT

The cult of the serpent (mdga) is very old, and its contact with
vedic ritualism is reflected in the Sarpasattra as mentioned in Paiica-
vim $a-bramana (25. 15) and as woven into a tale in Mahabharata. The
Naga worship was prevalent in Northern India along the rivers Ganga
and Yamunid during the centuries preceeding and following the begin-
ning of the Christian era. The Niga worshippers seem to have becn
skilled artists and artisans and they started making votive images of
their deities at an early date.® The custom of laying in a Naga image
or a pillar (sthiina) representing Tvastr the father of the Nagas in
the centre of a newly dug tank originated with the Naga worshipers
and it is still observed in Bengal. In Mathura Museum there is a statue
of a Naga holding a cup in hand and bearing an inscription on the

’

U Agmi-purana chapters 295, 297, 298.

2RV 1. 191. 14; AV 10 4 4.

% For this information T ain indebted to Mr. Panchugopal Ray, M.A., B.T.

4 See ‘Niga Worship in Ancient India’ by J. Ph. Vogal (Archaclogical
Survey of India Annuual Report 1308-09, pp. 159-63).
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back which tells us that two friends established the image in their own
tank in the fortieth regnal year of Huviska®

The early votive Nédga figures are all male. Their worship, sur-
viving in the worship of the Eight Nigas, has now coalesced with the
worship of Manasia in Bengal.

(xiv) THE CuLT OF THE ELEPHANT

The cult of the clephant developed out of the serpent cult as
ndga meant both serpent and elephant. The serpents of the quarters
became in later mythology the elephants of the quarters. The goddess
of fortune, an aspect of the lotus-seated goddess (Padma), was special-
ly associated with the elephant.  There are however iconographical
representalons of the goddess of the serpents riding an clephant. In
Bengal Gajalaksmi is worshipped generally as Laksmi but some-
times as Manasa. A terrific aspect of the lotus-seated goddess is wor-
shipped as Kamale Kamini (‘“Lady on the Lotus’). In Mukunda-
rama’s Candimangala this goddess is described as alternately devour-
ing and belching out a couple of elephants held by her two hands.
It 1s probable that the animals originally were serpents and not ele-
phants. In some old images of Manasa the goddess holds two serpents
in her two hands and is about to kiss (or devour) one of them.?

(xv) THE CuLT oF THE LOTUS

The association of the lotus with the deity of succour and plenty ori-
ginated in thc vedic period. In RV 10. 184. 2 the A$vins are des-
cribed as wearing lotus garlands (puskarasrajd). The association of
the plant with Gandharvas and Apsarasas is hinted at in the Viraj
hymn in AV.® Manasa birth in the Jotus is echoed in a verse in RV.*

(xvi) THE CULT OF THE WATER WEED

The cult of the water weed is connected with the cult of the lotus
and of the shell.’” As a distinct cult item the water-weed 1s men-
tioned in AV 6. 12. 3: -

madhva price nadyah parvatd girayo madhu
madhu parusni Sipala Sam asme astu sam hrde.®

‘T mix the stream with honcy ; the rugged mountains are

honey ; honey is the eddying brook and the water weed. Weal

be they mouth, weal be thy heart.’
(xvii) THE CULT OF THE PALMYRA

The palmyra (i.e. Indian palm) was an important sign of the
cult of the Nagas. In puranic legends it became the insignia of

1 Thid. p 60, plate lvi.
2 See Notes p. 294.
3 See p. xxxi.

¢ See Notes p. 295. 5 See p. xl o |
¢ The Paippalida version reads: abhi nd prksa nadyas parvald iva girrayo

madhu [ madhu prsti sipila samaste ‘stu sam hrdaye.
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Krsna’s brother Balarima as the latter was an incarnation of the ndga
Sesa or Ananta. Iconographic representations of the palmyra stan-
dard (palm capital) have been discovered in the site of ancient Padma-
vati which was once an important centre of Naga worship. In
the Manasi saga the palmyra standard appears as the ‘Hematala’
staff of Cando which scared away Manasa and her snakes.?

(xviil) THE CuLT OF THE SijA (EUPHORBIA NIVULIA)

The Sija is onc of the most important items in the cult of Manasa.
It represented the protecting deity of the homestead, vedic Vastospali,
and is known among the Kachiris as ‘Bathav’.? In that part of
the district of Durdwan in West Bengal where the worship of
Manasa as Jagatgaurl is prevalent an annual community (i.e. village)
worship of the deity of the hearth and home (vastu devata) is wor-
shipped under a Sija tree standing ncar a tank.® This practice con-
firms the connection of the plant with Manasa who partly represents
the vedic Vastospalti.

(xix) THE CuLT OF THE PILLAR

The cult of the pillar was from the beginning connected with
Vastospati and Naga worship, and the pillar signified stability and
peace and permanence. Dedication of such piilars (sthuna, yasii,
stambha) was known as early as the first century A.D.* The practice
of putting in a pillar of wood or stone in newly exavated tanks has
been already referred to. Such a pillar is now known in Bengal as
‘1at’ (<<wvasti). This ritual is reminiscent of the ancient practicc of the
worship of the serpent guarding lakes and pools.

The connection of Manasa with the cult of the pillar is not later
than the twelfth century as the earliest inconographic evidence goes to
the early part of the century. The Paicore pillar® with the names of
Karnadeva and Vijayasena inscribed are undoubtedly Manasa pillars,
and as I think, they were ecrected as wvotive commemoratives of
marriage of the daughter of Karnadeva with the son of Vijayasena.

A very curious and illuminating iconographical specimen of the
synthesis of the pillar, the cup and the serpent cults is the Snake Pillar
at Sadiya in Northeast Assam. The pillar, inscribed in 1532, is
entwined by the figure of a serpent guarding the holy cup with its
gaping jaws. The pillar was set up in or near a large tank to conse-
crate a trcaty of peace between the Ahoms and the Mishmis.®

1 See above (p. xxxix) and plate 9.

¢ See The Kacharis by Sidney Endle.

31 am indebted to Mr. Sorasi Mohan Bhattacharya for this information.

1 Mathura Stone Inscription (Epigraphia Indica IX p, 247); Sui Bihar Copper-
plate Inscription (Corpus Inscriptionem Indicarum II i p. 1471).

> Archaeological Survey of India Annual Report for 1921-22 pp. 79-8,
plates xxviii (b) and (c).

¢ “‘The IL.ohit Valley: in Memoriam’ by Mr. George Prideaux (The
Statesman August 9, 1953).



ADDENDA
MANASA (p. xxx)

In many places in West Bengal Dharma and Manasi are wor-
shipped in the same shrine or spot. Such was done also in the
sixteenth century, as the following quotation from Ciiraimanidisa’s

Gaurangavijaya (an unpublished text of the sixteenth century known
in a conlemporary manuscript) shows:

bahagalapura teji calite uttare

dckhila ta divikara manasara ghare.
karena ta divakara rogire arogi

mrta jiva pde jirc khaiyda thake bhogi.
clo suni dhani dhani kahe gauramani
bhala bhala bali dui janerc bakhini.?

‘Leaving Bhagalpur (Caitanya) moved forward to the north
and saw the Sun god in the shrine of Manasi. The Sun god
curcs the diseased, and (by the grace of Man:<id) the snake-
bitten dead is brought back to life. On bemg told of this
Gaura the jewel (i.e. Caitanya) expressed his wonder and
admiration and praised the two deitics.’

KANT (p. xxxiii)

In the sculptural representations Manasa's left (blind) eye is
shown smaller than the right.

Karani (as worshipped in Marwar) is a deity closcly allied to
Manasi. The name is a semi-latsama form of Karntki of which
Bengali Kani is a tadbhava form.

THE CULT OF THE SERPENT (p. xl)

The cight niga guardians of the quarters later became the eight
Elephants of the Quarters (diggaja). The assaciation of the serpent
(vedic ahi, post-vedic =ndga) with the cloud (and water) made
the transition easy. The conception of the serpents as the defenders
of the quarters appears first in AV (3. 27)* where however only six
are mentioned:

East: Agni overlord, the black serpent defender ;

South: Indra overlord, the crosslined serpent (&rascinarajt)
defender ;

West: Varuna overlord, the adder (prdaku) defender ;

North: Soma overlord, the constrictor (svaja) defender ;

Fixed: Visnu overlord, the blackspotted-neck (kalmdasagiiva)
defende.r. .

1 AS MS. G 3736, fol. 145ab. 2 Also in Tailtiriya-sawnhila.
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Upward: Brhaspati overlord, ‘the white serpent ($vitra) defender.

It 1s in the Grhyasiitras that the eight serpents of the quarters are
first met with.

The worship of the hooded serpent on an anthill as a deity of
plenty in the field (ksctrapiia) and of riches in store (mahanidhi) had
been an old practice now lost in Bengal.* Literary evidence of this
form of serpent worship is to be found in the story of Haridatta in

Pancatantra iii, and sculptural representation in a basrelief from
Paharpuu.

THE CULT OF THE S1ja (p. xlii)

A connecting link between the cult of the Sija and the cult of
Manasa is furnished by the following invocation to the goddess
occurring in Dharmapijavidhana (p. 98):

avahitas: devi tvam snuhivrksasthitd sada

sthuratyantam sada bh#tva grhe kamaprada bhava.
‘O goddess, you are invoked ; staying in the snuhi (i.e. Sija)
plant, be thou very permanent in my house and always be
granting the desires.’

1 It is however still known in Orissa. Vide A Study of Orissan Folk-lore
by Mr. Kunjabebhari Das (Vis§vabharati, 1953) p. 47.
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Manasa as Custodian of the Poison Pot:
worshipped as Kotasani at Kaisingarh
(Archacological Survey of Mayurbhanj Vol. 1)
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