[image: Cover]
 History of Washington County, Pennsylvania : with biographical sketches of many of its pioneers and prominent men
Crumrine, Boyd, 1838-1916
Ellis, Franklin, 1828-1885
Hungerford, Austin N
This book was produced in EPUB format by the Internet Archive.
 The book pages were scanned and converted to EPUB format automatically. This process relies on optical character recognition, and is somewhat susceptible to errors. The book may not offer the correct reading sequence, and there may be weird characters, non-words, and incorrect guesses at structure. Some page numbers and headers or footers may remain from the scanned page. The process which identifies images might have found stray marks on the page which are not actually images from the book. The hidden page numbering which may be available to your ereader corresponds to the numbered pages in the print edition, but is not an exact match;  page numbers will increment at the same rate as the corresponding print edition, but we may have started numbering before the print book's visible page numbers.  The Internet Archive is working to improve the scanning process and resulting books, but in the meantime, we hope that this book will be useful to you.
 The Internet Archive was founded in 1996 to build an Internet library and to promote universal access to all knowledge. The Archive's purposes include offering permanent access for researchers, historians, scholars, people with disabilities, and the general public to historical collections that exist in digital format. The Internet Archive includes texts, audio, moving images, and software as well as archived web pages, and provides specialized services for information access for the blind and other persons with disabilities.
Created with abbyy2epub (v.1.7.6)


        
        [image: Picture #1]
        

        Digitized by tine Internet Archive 
in 2009 with funding from 
University of Pittsburgh Library System 
http://www.archive.org/details/historyofwashingOOcrum 
PREFACE. 
An apologetic preface is not intended by what is liere written, for it is believed that in this History i>f Wasliington County there are perhaps as few errors and imperfections as any reasonable critic ought to expect in so comprehensive a work. "Whatever defects may appear (and what work of man is free from defects ?), they are certainly not chargeable to a want of effort and care to avoid them ; and those who have been engaged in the preparation of this work only ask the favor that before it be subjected to unfavorable comment it be carefully examined, not in isolated portions, but in its whole scope and character. Far from being unwilling to submit to honest and intelligent criticism, they will be glad to have any substantial inaccuracies pointed out. By such criticism alone can this work be affected; captious fault-finding, often arising out of unworthy jealousies, cannot prevail with intelligent men. 
But it is rather desired here to make a remark or two as to the history of the book now delivered to those for whom it was written. And in this connection it may be premised that if any one individual, on his own account, could have devoted the necessary time and industry to the preparation of a full and accurate history of the county, covering the ground the writers of this history have endeavored to cover, it is confidently believed that, there being but a local demand for such a work, it would have been vain to hope that it could have been published and sold so a.s to repay the author for the time, labor, and expenditure involvetl. To those who wished to see something like an approach to a complete history of Washington County, the proposals of the enterprising publishers to publish the work after a plan and method of their own seemed to offer the only opportunity within reach, and hence it wa-s that the writer of these lines, after the approval of good friends, on whose judgment he could rely, was led to aid the enterprise, not only by a contribution to its pages, but, by way of general oversight and direction of the whole. It was soon found, however, that, beyond the chapters contributed, there was but little need of his assistance, for Major Franklin Ellis, of !N"ew York City, the gentleman by whom much the larger part of the work was prepared, brought with him long experience and great skill in historical investigation, an enviable facility of composition, together with laborious industry and carefulness. And he was aided by gentlemen—one of whom, Austin X. Hungerford, Esq., of Ithaca, N. Y., deserves special mention—who also were possessed of special fitness for the gathering from all sorts of sources of the innumerable and disjointed details which have gone to make uj) the history of localities; and, not only that, they have all along received constant 'encouragement and valuable suggestions from leading men in the county, too manv in number to acknowledge by name here. It may be unusual, but, as his associates came here as strangers, the writer desires in this place to bear witness to all who may be interested in this 
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work that in the labor performed by the gentlemen named they have evinced at all times while it progressed the most absolute good faith and painstaking desire for accuracy and completeness. 
In explanation of the method adopted, more especially in the preparation of the chapters upon the civil and legal history, the writer would state that the idea of presenting original documents, in full or by quotation, as they lay before him, rather than to paraphrase their contents in his own language, was followed from deliberate choice as the best method of presenting local history. Thus the actors speak for themselves, and the reader is not asked to take upon faith the statements of another as to what is really contained in their communications. True, a sentence often might have represented the substantial contents of a letter or paper of some length, but the reader is supposed to desire rather to see and read the letter or paper for himself. This will, no doubt, be appreciated by the thoughtful. 
One word as to the matter of the portraits, other illustrations, and biographical sketches not immediately connected with the historical character of the work, a feature, however, with which those entjaged as investigators and writers have had nothing whatever to do, as being outside of their employment. This feature sometimes is made the subject of thoughtless criticism. Let it here be said the work is intended, to some extent, to indicate the present development of the county, side by side with the history of its past. For obvious reasons, then, wait for twenty, thirty, forty years of our future to elapse, when the present and its people shall have become more interesting. Then, it is submitted, this very feature of the work in which there are present( d the portraits and biographical sketches of a few of the representative men of each condition oij life, as well as illustrations of their homes and their surroundings, showing the county of tovday, will of itself have become of very great interest and importance. Time, indeed, will place this feature of the work in its proper light. 
This history, thus the work of many hands, is now with the reader, a record of our past, for present and future instruction and entertainment. The longer it is possessed perhajjs tlie more it may be prized. Not a i)age has been stereotyped, and only copies enough have been printed to supply the subscribei'S and those who labored upon it; hence it cannot hereafter be found in the market, and year by year it will become a possession more and more valuable to the 
owner. 
B.C. 
WA.SHINUTON, Sept. 20, 1882. 
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